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     NARCO-ENGINEERS ?          

Mexican Cartels Enslave Engineers to Build  

Radio Network  By Robert BeckhusenEmail Author   November 1, 2012            

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Mexican military is trying to dismantle an extensive network of radio antennas built and 
operated by the notorious Zeta drug cartel. But the authorities haven’t had much luck shut-
ting Radio Zeta down. Not only is much of the equipment super-easy to replace. But the 
cartel has also apparently found some unwilling — and alarming — assistance by kidnap-
ping and enslaving technicians to help build it. 

At least 36 engineers and technicians have been kidnapped in the past four years, accord-

ing to a report from Mexican news site Animal Politico, with an English translation published 

by organized-crime monitoring group InSight. Worse, none of the engineers have been held 

for ransom — they’ve just disappeared. Among them include at least one IBM employee 

and several communications technicians from a firm owned by Mexico’s largest construc-

tion company. “The fact that skilled workers have been disappearing in these areas is no 

accident,” Felipe Gonzalez, head of Mexico’s Senate Security Committee, told the website. 

“None of the systems engineers who disappeared have been found,” Gonzalez said. Unlike 

Colombia, where drug traffickers control large amounts of territory and can keep hostages 

for many years, Mexico’s drug territory is more in flux. “When they need specialists they 

catch them, use them, and discard them,” said the father of one kidnapped engineer. 

For at least six years, Mexico’s cartels have relied in part on a sophisticated radio network 

to handle their communications. The Zetas hide radio antennas and signal relay stations 

deep inside remote and hard-to-reach terrain, connect them to solar panels, and then link 

the facilities to radio-receiving cellphones and Nextel devices. While the kingpins stay off 

the network — they use the internet to send messages — the radio network acts as 

a shadow communication system for the cartels’ lower-level players and lookouts, and a 

tool to hijack military radios. 

One network spread across northeastern Mexico and dismantled last year included 167 

radio antennas alone. As recently as September, Mexican marines found a 295-foot-high 

transmission tower in Veracruz state. 

http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/author/robertbeckhusen/
mailto:robertbeckhusen@gmail.com
http://www.animalpolitico.com/2012/10/esclavos-del-narco-los-esclavos-especializados/
http://www.insightcrime.org/slavery-in-latin-america/zetas-enslave-engineers-in-mexico
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-17607870
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-17607870
http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2011/12/cartel-radio-mexico/
http://news.yahoo.com/mexicos-cartels-build-own-national-radio-system-200251816.html;_ylt=AnjbeLyyy6f.UZsIUhuPVhe3IxIF;_ylu=X3oDMTNqOWtrYjIyBGNjb2RlA2N0LmMEcGtnA2Y4YjYyY2VlLWVlYTQtMzgyYi05MDEwLTJlNWU2NzZhZWIxMgRwb3MDMgRzZWMDbW9zdF9wb3B1bGFyBHZlcgMyNzVjOTZjMC0
http://news.yahoo.com/mexicos-cartels-build-own-national-radio-system-200251816.html;_ylt=AnjbeLyyy6f.UZsIUhuPVhe3IxIF;_ylu=X3oDMTNqOWtrYjIyBGNjb2RlA2N0LmMEcGtnA2Y4YjYyY2VlLWVlYTQtMzgyYi05MDEwLTJlNWU2NzZhZWIxMgRwb3MDMgRzZWMDbW9zdF9wb3B1bGFyBHZlcgMyNzVjOTZjMC0
http://www.valleycentral.com/news/story.aspx?id=807533#.UJKLrMXA_AM
http://www.valleycentral.com/news/story.aspx?id=807533#.UJKLrMXA_AM
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    And while the founding leadership of 
the Zetas originated in the Mexican spe-
cial forces — and who might have had 
the know-how to set up a radio system 
— relatively few of the ex-commando 
types are still active today. 

One engineer, named Jose Antonio, 

was kidnapped in January 2009 while 

talking on the phone with his girlfriend 

outside a mechanics shop. He worked 

for ICA Fluor Daniel, a construction 

company jointly owned by U.S.-based 

Fluor Corporation and ICA, Mexico’s 

largest construction firm. Antonio’s fam-

ily contacted the authorities, but were 

instead visited by a man claiming to be 

an ICA employee along with two Zetas. 

“They said they were going to help us, 

and that our contact would be ICA’s se-

curity chief,” said the kidnapped engi-

neer’s mother. But the group’s message 

was implicit: Don’t pursue this, or else. 

The cartel members were later arrested, 

but Antonio never returned. 

Alejandro Moreno, an IBM engineer kid-

napped in January 2011 while traveling 

from Monterrey to the Texas border city 

of Laredo, hasn’t been heard from 

since. In 2009, nine contractors hired to 

build radio antennas in the border city of 

Nuevo Laredo — a Zetas stronghold — 

were kidnapped from a rented apart-

ment by masked gunmen. They were 

taken with their vehicles and equipment. 

Aside from the radios, the cartel’s ex-

tensive weaponry alone 

caused GlobalPost’s Ioan Grillo to note 

“whether [the Zetas] should continue to 

be labeled as drug traffickers — or need 

a more martial description.” Now add a 

military-grade communication system 

built with slave labor. 

It’d also be one thing if jamming the ra-

dio network or tracking down and dis-

mantling the equipment were enough to 

stop it. But that might not be enough. 

 

 

 

http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2012/10/zetas-even-deadlier/
http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2012/10/zetas-even-deadlier/
http://world.time.com/2012/10/25/mexicos-drug-lords-ramp-up-their-arsenals-with-rpgs/
http://world.time.com/2012/10/25/mexicos-drug-lords-ramp-up-their-arsenals-with-rpgs/
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   A NOTE  FROM THE EDITOR : 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE EVE-

NING OF DECEMBER  6, 2012. OLIVE 

GARDEN WEST WILL BE THE PLACE FOR   

GBS, NAUTEL, ORBAN AND RF TECH. OF 

TEXAS DINNER  

EL PASO,TX  CHAPTER 38 MEETING MINUTE 

DATE   10/09/2012 LOCATION: GRAND CHINA B.  

 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 12:10  PM, BY ANTONIO CASTRO, 

THERE WERE  21 MEMBERS. 

 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY: MINUTES ACCEPTED  BY ENRIQUE 

LOPEZ, 2nd BY GLENN LEFFLER 

  

REPORT OF THE TREASURER: CURRENT BALANCE OF $ 4,384.18. RE-

CEIVED MEMBSH.DUES FROM THOM JOHNSON.  ACCEPTED BY 

BRUNO CRUZ, 2nd BY NORBERT MILES 

 

REPORT OF THE CERTIFICATION COMMITTEE:  ENRIQUE LOPEZ TO 

PRESENT EXAM SOON. 

 

REPORT OF THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE: DOUG GARCIA TO BE-

COME A MEMBER, 

 

REPORT OF THE FREQUENCY COORDINATOR COMMITTEE:    
RUMORS THAT FCC WILL RE-PACK CH-36 TRU CH- 51 

 

REPORT OF THE SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE:    NO REPORT 

  

REPORT OF THE WEBSITE COMMITTEE  1222 HITS.  (23 MORE FROM 

LAST MONTH) 

  

REPORT OF THE EAS CHAIRMAN : NO REPORT 

 

REPORT OF THE PROGRAM COMMITTEE:    POSSIBLE PRESENTA-

TION  FROM DANIEL LOEFFLER, FROM MAYAH COMMS.. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  FEMA EAS HAS BEEN ON AND OFF, NO  

DESITION TAKEN 

 

NEW BUSINESS OR ANY ITEMS FOR THE CHAPTER INTERES:  NONE 
 

NEXT  MEETING  DATE AND LOCATION:  TUESDAY NOVEMBER 13, 

2012    TIME AND PLACE TO BE DETERMINED 

   

MEETING ADJOURNED: AT 12:30 PM 
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 ERIC HALL,Regional Sales 

Manager of GECPO INTER-

NATIONAL, a brand of Gen-

eral Cable Co. Made a great 

presentation about FIBER OP-

TICS and hosted the lunch.; 

Thanks Eric 

 

For this month, we are going to 

skip the presentation due that 

nobody is able to come to        

El Paso and make a presenta-

tion. 

We are going to have a regular 

chapter meeting and that will take 

place at a central location for 

most of the members. Guess 

where?  

Yes, you got it !!! 

COMO’S Italian Restaurant 

across from ClearChannel @ 

noon on Tuesday Nov. 13.   


