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NEWS FCC and SCT

FCC CHAIRMAN JULIUS GENACHOWSKI AND MEXICAN COMMUNICATIONS
UNDERSECRETARY HECTOR OLAVARRIA TAPIA SIGN NEW BILATERAL
ACCORD TO COMBAT THE THEFT AND CROSS-BORDER TRAFFICKING OF
MOBILE DEVICES
FCC and Mexico’s Secretariat of Communications and Transport to extend agency
cooperation to crack down on the theft and cross-border trafficking of stolen mobile
devices

Washington, D.C. — FCC Chairman Julius Genachowski today announced the signing of a new
bilateral agreement with Mexican Communications Under-Secretary Hector Olavarria Tapia to
combat the theft and cross-border trafficking of mobile devices

between the United States and Mexico. The agreement builds further on the FCC’s ‘PROTECTS
Initiative’, and the recent participation of U.S. and Mexican mobile providers in an international
stolen device database, which will prevent mobile devices stolen in New York, Los Angeles and
other U.S. cities from being re-activated in Mexico, and stolen Mexican devices being re-
activated in the U.S. market. U.S. carriers were able to join the database from October 31s.. The
agreement also commits the FCC and

Mexico’s Secretariat of Communications and Transport (SCT) to extend their

inter-agency cooperation to crack down on the international trafficking of stolen mobile devices
through a series of new action steps using technology and transparency.

Among other measures, Chairman Genachowski and Under-Secretary Olavarria agreed that the
FCC and the SCT will closely track, analyze, and report progress in preventing mobile device
theft. Both agencies will also develop and share best

practices with respect to theft prevention and consumer education, especially the use

of pins, passwords and mobile apps designed to protect sensitive information on mobile
devices. Today’s action is just the latest step forward in the FCC’s ‘PROTECTS

Initiative’ to combat mobile device theft and trafficking.* Chairman Genachowski and Under-
Secretary Tapia were joined at the agreement signing at FCC headquarters by Metropolitan Po-
lice Department (MPD) Chief of Police Cathy L. Lanier, who has been leading the call to action
on the issue of cell phone theft.

FCC Chairman Julius Genachowski said, “New mobile devices are delivering tremendous bene-
fits. They help connect, inform, and save lives. They are helping grow the American economy —
and economies around the world. But the rapid adoption of

smartphones and tablets is also creating very real safety concerns. Today’s announcement cracks
down on the growing trend of stolen mobile devices. U.S. and Mexican collaboration to block
reactivation of stolen mobile devices in both countries sends a clear message to thieves and
criminal gangs: this is a crime that does not pay.”
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.Under the terms of the new agreement,
the FCC and SCT will also twice a year
compile a report providing
information and data, including compli-
ance with carrier commitments, for FCC
and SCT leadership, which will also be
made publicly available online.

In Washington, D.C., New York and other
large American cities, roughly 40% of all
robberies now involve cell phones — en-
dangering the physical safety of victims,
as well as the

security of the personal information on the
stolen devices. Reports also

suggest that some stolen devices in the
U.S. are being resold in Latin American
markets, including Mexico.

“Theft of personal electronics is an inter-
national problem,” said MPD Chief of
Police Lanier. “I am very

pleased that the FCC, the SCT and the
wireless carriers have recognized the im-
portance of taking the profit out of stolen
devices. The initiative

announced today is a huge step in render-
ing stolen devices useless, which will ulti-
mately reduce thefts and injuries to vic-
tims.”

The signing of the agreement by Chair-
man Genachowski follows the recent pro-
gress in the Commission’s

PROTECTS Initiative, a first-of-its-kind
effort to combat mobile device theft that
was launched in April 2012. U.S. and
Mexican mobile providers

— covering over 95% of wireless
consumers on GSM-based networks in
both countries — recently

announced their participation in the inter-
national stolen device database, which is
used to identify and deactivate a stolen
device after it has been reported.

U.S. wireless providers have been able to
access the database for information about
stolen devices in each country since Octo-
ber 31st.
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EL PASO,TX CHAPTER 38 MEETING MINUTE
DATE 11/13/2012 LOCATION: COMO’S ITALIAN

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 12:38 PM, BY ANTONIO CASTRO,
THERE WERE 9 MEMBERS.

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY: MINUTES ACCEPTED BY GLENN
LEFFLER, 2nd BY NORBERT MILES

REPORT OF THE TREASURER: CURRENT BALANCE OF § 4,314.18.
ACCEPTED BY WALTER HANTHORN, 2nd BY WARREN REEVES

REPORT OF THE CERTIFICATION COMMITTEE: ENRIQUE LOPEZ TO
PRESENT EXAM SOON. WILBERT MINTZ PRESENTED CTO EXAM

REPORT OF THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE: WARREN REEVES OF-
FERED HIS CORPORATION TO BE A NEW SUSTAINING MEMBER

REPORT OF THE FREQUENCY COORDINATOR COMMITTEE:
BECAUSE NO TV MEMBERS WERE PRESENT, 2 GHZ. BAS WAS NOT
REVISED. ELIAS VENTANILLA TO START FQCY MEETING WITH STA-
TIONS IN JUAREZ, MEX.

REPORT OF THE SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE: NO REPORT

REPORT OF THE WEBSITE COMMITTEE 1249 HITS. (27 MORE FROM
LAST MONTH)

REPORT OF THE EAS CHAIRMAN : UPDATED PLAN EAS-FEMA WAS
ACCOMPLISHED IN PREVIOUS MEETING AT KLAQ

REPORT OF THE PROGRAM COMMITTEE: RICHARD GEBHART
OFFERED A PRESENTATION FROM DIALIGHT FOR THE MEETING OF
DECEMBER 11th.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: NO ANNUAL PICNIC FOR THIS YEAR

NEW BUSINESS OR ANY ITEMS FOR THE CHAPTER INTERES:
ORBAN,GBS,NAUTEL AND RF TECH, OF TEXAS INVITED CHAPTER TO A
HOLIDAY DINNER NEXT DECEMBER 6th

NEXT MEETING DATE AND LOCATION: TUESDAY DECEMBER 11,
2012 @ 6 PM. CLEARCHANNEL STUDIOS.

MEETING ADJOURNED: AT 13:12 PM
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A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR :
REMINDER(FOR THE MIND)THE EVE-
NING OF DECEMBER 6, 2012. OLIVE
GARDEN WEST WILL BE THE PLACE FOR
GBS, NAUTEL, ORBAN AND RF TECH. OF
TEXAS HOLIDAY PARTY DINNER.
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The participation of U.S. companies (AT&T, T-Mobile, Cincinnati Bell) and Mexican companies in the

international database will enable providers in both countries to share information and, when necessary, deactivate stolen
devices so that they cannot be trafficked from one country and reactivated on the other

country’s wireless networks. As such, government and industry leaders aim to deter criminals from targeting consumers
who carry mobile devices.

*ABOUT THE FCC ‘PROTECTS INITIATIVE’

In April 2012, Chairman Genachowski joined public safety leaders, representatives of the carrier,
equipment and operating system communities and local officials to announce the PROTECTS Initiative,
an FCC-led effort to combat the growing problem of mobile device theft.

The PROTECTS Initiative consists of three key pieces.
1. Creating a database to prevent use of stolen smartphones and tablets. The database enables
carriers to disable stolen smartphones and tablets, dramatically reducing their value on the black
market.

2. Putting in place automatic prompts on smartphones and tablets for consumers to set up
passwords and take steps to secure their devices.

3. Launching a public education campaign urging consumers to use applications that increase
security and reducing the value of stolen devices, including apps that enable consumers to locate,
Lock and wipe missing smartphones and tablets.

RELATED LEGISLATION

On May 15, 2012, Senator Schumer, of New York, introduced in the United States Senate S.3186,
legislation that would make it unlawful or remove the identification number of a mobile device. By
creating a separate cause of action against would-be criminals, this legislation provides an important
additional step to deter mobile device theft and an additional tool to law enforcement officers around the
country.

-FCC-

News about the Federal Communications Commission can also be found on the Commission’s web site www.fcc.gov.



