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We spent hours testing Wi-Fi      
extenders, but they failed to im-
press. There are better ways to   
improve your internet coverage. 
 
After testing some of the best Wi-Fi 
extenders on the market, my advice? 
Don’t buy one. It’s not that Wi-Fi ex-
tenders don’t work but that they don’t 
work well. There are many more-
effective ways to improve your Wi-Fi, 
and I’ll dig into a few later on, but first 
I want to explain the issues I have 
with extenders—also sometimes 
called Wi-Fi range boosters or       
repeaters. 
If you still want to try one, I have a 
few options for you to consider. Also, 
check out our other networking 
guides, including the Best 
Routers, Best Mesh Routers, 
and Best VPNs. 

The Trouble With Wi-Fi   
Extenders 

As the name suggests, Wi-Fi         
extenders pick up the Wi-Fi signal 
from your router and extend it. They 
use the same frequency band as 
your main router and repeat the    
signal. They are designed to boost 
signal strength in the immediate area 
but will not increase speed. In fact, 
they will reduce it. Here's what I've 
come across in my testing: 
Slower speeds: The theoretical 
maximum speed an extender can 
provide is 50 percent of the speed 
you get from your main router,        
because it connects to your router via 
Wi-Fi (backhaul) and broadcasts its 
own separate network for devices. 
Realistically, the speed you get from 
an extender will always be lower than 

50 percent, depending on various 
factors such as distance,                
interference, and obstacles. 
Latency increase: The drop in 
speed from the extender may be 
manageable if you have a fast 
enough network to begin with, but Wi
-Fi extenders also increase latency. If 
you are playing an online game or 
having a video call, this increased 
latency can be disastrous, potentially 
causing lag and glitches. This was a 
recurring problem in my tests. 
Congestion: Wi-Fi extenders can 
cause congestion and interfere with 
your main network, and there is no 
seamless hand-off for your devices 
as you move around the house,     
because they will decide when to 
switch between networks unless you 
switch manually. Because the signal 
strength of the Wi-Fi extender doesn’t 
reflect its speed, it can be tricky to 
know when to switch. What appears 
to be a weaker signal from the main 
router may still be faster than a 
strong signal from the extender. 
Smart home issues: Traditionally, 
Wi-Fi extenders take the signal from 
your router and rebroadcast it under 
a different network name (SSID). The 
default is usually to add _EXT to the 
end. This means you need to connect 
devices to the extender separately. 
Some newer extenders, often        
described as “mesh ready,” can   
connect to your main router and    
rebroadcast under the same network 
name. Because Wi-Fi extenders  
connect to your router via Wi-Fi just 
like any other device and create a 
separate network, devices that     
connect to it are no longer connected 
directly to your main router. This can 
cause all sorts of issues.   
 

 BEST WI-FI EXTENDER 

     No, Even the Best Wi-Fi Extender Isn’t Worth Your Time 

https://www.wired.com/story/how-to-make-your-wifi-better-faster/
https://www.wired.com/story/how-to-make-your-wifi-better-faster/
https://www.wired.com/gallery/best-wifi-routers/
https://www.wired.com/gallery/best-wifi-routers/
https://www.wired.com/story/best-mesh-wifi-routers/
https://www.wired.com/story/best-vpn/
https://www.wired.com/story/how-to-buy-a-router/
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 some smart-home controls and 

devices require your phone to be 
on the same network as the device 
it is trying to control. If the extender 
assigns MAC addresses virtually 
for connected devices, expect    
issues with many smart-home    
devices not being recognized—
features like parental controls and 
MAC filtering won't work. 
Difficult placement: Most Wi-Fi 
extenders are designed to plug  
directly into an outlet, but this     
severely limits where you can 
place them, making it tough to get 
the best performance. They are 
also often bulky enough to block 
adjacent outlets. 
Price problems: Cheap Wi-Fi    
extenders perform very poorly and 
are impossible to recommend, but 
good Wi-Fi extenders are too     
expensive compared to              
increasingly affordable routers and 
mesh systems. 
Wi-Fi Extender Alternatives 
There are many alternatives to a 
Wi-Fi extender, but keeping it brief, 
these are my top                        
recommendations: 
Move your router: Seriously, try 
this before you buy anything. 
Routers pump out Wi-Fi in a rough 
circle, so the ideal place for your 
router is in the middle of your 
home, and higher up is better. If 
you can run a cable and move your 
router from the edge of your home 
into the middle, you can expect a 
big improvement. Even if you can’t 
move your router far, consider   
elevating it, changing its position, 
and fiddling with the antennas (if it 
has any). Do not shut your router 
away in a closet or drawer. A quick 
way to test the difference is to type 
“speed test” into the browser on 
your phone and run it before and 
after any changes in the location 
you are having issues with. 
 

https://www.wired.com/story/how-to-set-up-smart-home/
https://www.wired.com/story/how-to-set-up-smart-home/
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EL PASO, TX       SBE CHAPTER 38      MEETING MINUTE 

 

 DATE   09/09/2025     LOCATION: EPTX-RINCON DE CORTEZ  
 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 12:11 AM, BY ANTONIO CASTRO. WE 

WERE ONLY 7 (SEVEN) ATTENDANTS. 

  

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY:    MINUTES ON THE AUGUST 2025  

NEWSLETTER  ACCEPTED BY NORBERT MILES, SECONDED BY  

ROBERT PORTILLO. 

  

REPORT OF THE TREASURER:  $ 1,075.32 IN THE BANK. ACCEPTED BY  

ROBERT PORTILLO,  SECONDED BY NOE RODRIGUEZ. 

  

REPORT OF THE CERTIFICATION COMMITTEE: NO REPORT. 

  

REPORT OF THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE:   ELIAS VENTANILLA TO 

INVITE “TELEMUNDO 48” AS SUSTAINING MEMBER.  

DAVID SANDERFORD RETURNED IN HONOR OF HIS DAD, MATH     

SANDERFORD, FORMER “MARSAND” 

 

REPORT OF THE FREQUENCY COORDINATOR COMMITTEE:  

INTERFERENCE IN THE 400 MHZ OVER VAN HORN, TX. 

 

REPORT OF THE SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE:   NO  REPORT. 

  

REPORT OF THE WEBSITE COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT 

 

REPORT OF THE EAS CHAIRMAN:  NO REPORT 

 

REPORT OF THE PROGRAM COMMITTEE:  NOE RODRIGUEZ WILL 

TALK TO EL PASO WATER FOR GROUP PRESENTATION. 

  

NEW BUSINESS OR ANY ITEMS FOR THE CHAPTER INTEREST:  
NONE 

 

OTHER.   NONE   

 

NEXT MEETING DATE AND LOCATION:  OCTOBER 14  10:30 AM IN 

ZOOM MODE 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED: AT 12:25 PM. 
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    THERE WAS A MEETING FOR THE 
MONTH 0F SEPTEMBER IN THE 
“RINCON DE CORTEZ” MEXICAN   
RESTAURANT.  
NO PRESENTATION THIS TIME, ONLY 
THE BASIC AND REGULARS.   
  
—————————————————— 
    
  NOW FOR OCTOBER, WE WILL MEET 
IN THE ZOOM MODE WITH THE PRES-
ENTATION OF 

 
JAMES BLOPMFIELD WILL DO THE  
PRESENTATION ON BEHALF OF DAVID 
ALLEN 
 
WHEN: TUESDAY  THE 14TH   

WHEN:  ZOOM FROM ANTONIO’S 

TIME: FROM 10:30 AM 
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Use Ethernet cables: The best way to get fast internet everywhere is to run Ethernet cables  
around your home, but this can be invasive and likely won't work as a solution for renters. Ethernet 
cables plugged into your main router will get you as close as possible to your fastest internet 
speed (the speed your ISP delivers). You can reconfigure old routers and Wi-Fi extenders as addi-
tional access points in other parts of your home if you can run Ethernet cables to them. Mesh   
systems also work best with a wired backhaul. 
Buy a new router: If you are using the router that your ISP supplied or an old router (Wi-Fi 5 or 
older), it might be time to consider an upgrade. Our router buying guide can help you decide what 
will work best for you, and there are several solid options for different budgets in our Best Wi-Fi 
Routers guide. It's better to spend $100 on a new router than on a Wi-Fi extender for an old or 
poor-quality router. 
Buy a mesh: You will likely need to spend a bit more, but mesh systems are becoming more     
affordable. They offer a main router and one or more nodes or satellites to place around your 
home. They are very easy to set up and you can always add more nodes later. Mesh systems are 
smarter than extenders, creating a single optimized network throughout your home that passes off 
connections efficiently as you move around. While there is a speed drop between the main router 
and nodes (unless you connect them via Ethernet cable), it is far smaller than with extenders. 
There are several options in our Best Mesh Wi-Fi Routers guide. 

When to Use a Wi-Fi Extender 
The one scenario where you might be best buying a Wi-Fi extender is when you have a specific 
dead spot in your home where you want to improve download speeds. For example, the TV in the 
back room keeps buffering when you are trying to watch Netflix. I don’t recommend using Wi-Fi 
extenders where upload speeds and latency are important, such as for online gaming or video 
calls. 
How to Choose a Wi-Fi Extender 
It’s important to match the features of your router with your Wi-Fi extender to get the most from it. If 
you have a dual-band Wi-Fi 6 router, for example, get a dual-band Wi-Fi 6 extender. For easy setup 
and configuration, wherever possible, opt for an extender that is the same brand as your router. 
Some extenders offer mesh-like capabilities when paired with the right routers (though proper mesh 
systems always perform better). 
If your extender has an Ethernet port and access point mode, it offers more options and may still 
prove useful if you move homes or change your setup. That said, the more features and the better 
the performance, the higher the price. 
I have tested the following devices, and they are probably the best Wi-Fi extenders if you’re         
determined to buy one: 
 
Netgear EAX15 for $100: This dual-band Wi-Fi 6 extender was easy to set up and uses your      
existing network name. It has a Gigabit Ethernet port and supports access point mode. It offered 
strong performance on the 5-GHz band at relatively close range, making it perfect for a problem 
dead spot or room. 
Linksys RE7310 for $100: Folks with a Linksys router should consider this bulky dual-band Wi-Fi 6 
extender. It also uses your existing network details, though it lacks an Ethernet port. It offers decent 
range and speeds for an extender. 

TP-Link RE715X for $120: Top of the test table, this dual-band Wi-Fi 6 extender was the fastest at 
close range on the 5-GHz band and had the best range. It also has a Gigabit Ethernet port,        
supports access point mode, and can form a mesh with any other OneMesh TP-Link router. Note: 
the US government is investigating TP-Link and considering a router ban after its devices were   
targeted in cyberattacks linked to the Chinese government. 

https://www.wired.com/story/what-is-ethernet/
https://www.wired.com/story/how-to-buy-a-router/
https://www.wired.com/gallery/best-wifi-routers/
https://www.wired.com/gallery/best-wifi-routers/
https://www.wired.com/story/best-mesh-wifi-routers/
https://www.wired.com/story/what-is-wi-fi-6/
https://cna.st/affiliate-link/mKseyLofgnunn3uxpgB8Qw8HR1M16jvEcKG5mti1J2Ly2PkonuGoy7jXWYj1Y52u2PttEkdjAhzZ7KYfsei4dzKPAgev1XN76w51KdMuYUjzwnNtrQoz1iNyvECD2pM2zyY4jhUMcJQMk3bREktxdtQVC9a2vwBJZ5tJcGZjfUZig9GoAZSQypmj218Tk2mvUUZLABY5Ci6qZLCae5b5e9Q7rT73LDwziueCA
https://cna.st/affiliate-link/BzWhgJVfGnESm5Hjzoj4joXYzqJcveTu68u9kevsvLxoZzTXcmcEPVrRAUrm6tEwdPSP88V9rCi4sAQY3b9X3Kjko8Utn6XKeLFiryoenuNRYqC75imm7BhwegFh8asTAPc3h5v2krhCdLyzaje9gUanQ73bdxKewV5JvofPgEmHeBefrJ3pouEUMbsJCgARgUUpL9JmEaGhVcx8JBFKrtkSiEGGj6vbsYGTv
https://cna.st/affiliate-link/BzWhgJVfGnESm5Hjzoj4joXYzqJcveTu68u9kevsvLxoZzTXcmcEPVrRAUrm6tEwdPSP88V9rCi4sAQYoXm4wivAj8vLEZjXXYchWgrAAzmXnojid8mQ3quvyEc3yuE9uyZ1hayzKtESjdkHGQt9sVaMPf91qXPZVopwAfw5PGtpVJEtS8xi3ES6wVx8tDZucjkMxwQMYE8BFa9dw33RHB3eotczVFrHu8NZX
https://www.wired.com/story/tp-link-router-ban-investigation/
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 Before you bite on any of these extenders, the Asus RT-AX57 Go is my favorite router, and 
it costs $100. It has both a repeater mode and access point mode, and it supports AiMesh, 
enabling you to create a mesh if you have an Asus router. You can also use it on the go to 
secure public Wi-Fi, tether a 4G or 5G mobile hot spot or phone, or plug into an office or  
hotel internet connection via Ethernet. It is a far more versatile option than a standard      
extender. 

 
How to Get the Most From a Wi-Fi Extender 
 

If you opt for a Wi-Fi extender, think carefully about placement. It's crucial that your extender is not 
just within range of your main router but has a strong signal to repeat. If you place it on the edge of 
your current Wi-Fi network you won’t get good speeds. Rather than the back room you are trying 
to improve, consider the hallway outside, closer to your main router but not too close (perhaps 
halfway between), for best results. You can always test different locations to find the sweet spot. 

And if the extender has antennas, try moving them around to get the best signal. 

 
PHOTOGRAPH: SIMON HILL 

AsUS  RT-AX57 Go    

 $97          AMAZON   

 

$100  $70  (30 % OFF)  

ASUS  

 

$100  $90  (10 % OFF)  

WALMART  

 

$100  $70  (30 % OFF)  
BEST BUY  

https://cna.st/affiliate-link/53NXSZk29WKfLXErMjDQJWvGUR6sEvLc7ByQ6joUvhy9FciHn4DhVqdpUdUcabcVxKbwtdLKEiKtcXVtPykq3nzoUG1BakuKWr3bwNDen3qGq49JJMRxyPoEfw72NCyHfbjewPifBqyzW1coe9TmPz8e5DE9cpweK5ZtqdadaoszLHNQ8n75mzkGR1wFwfX7YKAtJeNJMzqNFrJMBJHP3dtgBFggvgYPjGHco
https://cna.st/p/3o8RG7i8qJTZN3Avs2qpJ75JSpwaH7dZPn4uhcBD4gAf1rCWGrGSg85YokZVp6fnSrXSUsgHeMR6yoSdb2KdbxrGBNHYfRz6ymCPrhE92W9oBZCLE3vpk4pM15NxxoSPBt28QECjGABcYTd7rRvBAxNASZ6miv4hYJ7HLw8ZdnYbTP7EdtWZ5QxcHj3rFesRZXkaY3gnvQWq3Xudkwz1tndJmgJFxuXV3TFZseanRZYo7ewed7
https://cna.st/p/3o8RG7i8qJTZN3Avs2qpJ75JSpwaH7dZPn4uhcBD4gAf1rCWGrGSg85YokZVp6fnSrXSUsgHeMR6yoSdb2KdbxrGBNHYfRz6ymCPrhE92W9oBZCLE3vpk4pM15NxxoSPBt28QECjGABcYTd7rRvBAxNASZ6miv4hYJ7HLw8ZdnYbTP7EdtWZ5QxcHj3rFesRZXkaY3gnvQWq3Xudkwz1tndJmgJFxuXV3TFZseanRZYo7ewed7
https://cna.st/p/2aHfWdZArwtTgQoVqi8qWjNYxqQaW2cUgPtL9dPPpDfiPTAh8D5vB1Wa2xpwjJ8c6H5zNXuTxg3DE9wDyeL5QcbpXD6KfDvv8oaCDJABvPFmMDwvNNkj6fj5ioLYSVDJbSiYChaj4FQgukHoDVcjt9qWBnq1RERZrLVUD9Wd1R2wrLj2EkgCVwSiPEviaoySjTohdvDRsvg9sES8y18VUsY6rnX8XJbkYZzjKLZFimG4RGibRP
https://cna.st/p/2aHfWdZArwtTgQoVqi8qWjNYxqQaW2cUgPtL9dPPpDfiPTAh8D5vB1Wa2xpwjJ8c6H5zNXuTxg3DE9wDyeL5QcbpXD6KfDvv8oaCDJABvPFmMDwvNNkj6fj5ioLYSVDJbSiYChaj4FQgukHoDVcjt9qWBnq1RERZrLVUD9Wd1R2wrLj2EkgCVwSiPEviaoySjTohdvDRsvg9sES8y18VUsY6rnX8XJbkYZzjKLZFimG4RGibRP
https://cna.st/p/BZd27dog8hMZVuG4WvVCiK4zijJXfysmNsNDd9kmKbADwE1pwrtd1urivDaVzJi4PsmefniJcgWrSpSTqUU4mTi3Npt8ogTCyTVnza1g2Qq1nUeeevTr3qW2C9Bq7eYrGpAUSEWeomLQKM3XLa8w3UZx9ap7dEVRXDMK4oZYAwGqpLs4UPKGWoi4g1d7ehdHnsTtrxxLprwP2cpox3WBRZ482iRounNxwjYo5SPhtodKcKsfPW
https://cna.st/p/BZd27dog8hMZVuG4WvVCiK4zijJXfysmNsNDd9kmKbADwE1pwrtd1urivDaVzJi4PsmefniJcgWrSpSTqUU4mTi3Npt8ogTCyTVnza1g2Qq1nUeeevTr3qW2C9Bq7eYrGpAUSEWeomLQKM3XLa8w3UZx9ap7dEVRXDMK4oZYAwGqpLs4UPKGWoi4g1d7ehdHnsTtrxxLprwP2cpox3WBRZ482iRounNxwjYo5SPhtodKcKsfPW
https://cna.st/p/WgVbrkegVwHUBaXiiQ5K7C3sAze6rG8ykZap88EbtTCSvcCAuiz7eegSqQUccetE8QSuHwHi5jMcG3KgD3Sbau9uf7cPf1QEjNYDxisZjwNSc73BcuuBdGmUSVS8P8Fe9t8UcatcJ9gEQzD7SyAYwowAzsxuoDVrpq6BRi5uYAscqB5AXhaj1pnzPrMQ912hHhtStrtqdpVCATxVXCKgVMzwTAmop4s1YBRBrMCChwGqumGfJz
https://cna.st/p/WgVbrkegVwHUBaXiiQ5K7C3sAze6rG8ykZap88EbtTCSvcCAuiz7eegSqQUccetE8QSuHwHi5jMcG3KgD3Sbau9uf7cPf1QEjNYDxisZjwNSc73BcuuBdGmUSVS8P8Fe9t8UcatcJ9gEQzD7SyAYwowAzsxuoDVrpq6BRi5uYAscqB5AXhaj1pnzPrMQ912hHhtStrtqdpVCATxVXCKgVMzwTAmop4s1YBRBrMCChwGqumGfJz
https://cna.st/p/3o8RG7i8qJTZN3Avs2qpJ75JSpwaH7dZPn4uhcBD4gAf1rCWGrGSg85YokZVp6fnSrXSUsgHeMR6yoSdb2KdbxrGBNHYfRz6ymCPrhE92W9oBZCLE3vpk4pM15NxxoSPBt28QECjGABcYTd7rRvBAxNASZ6miv4hYJ7HLw8ZdnYbTP7EdtWZ5QxcHj3rFesRZXkaY3gnvQWq3Xudkwz1tndJmgJFxuXV3TFZseanRZYo7ewed7

