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NEWS

YOUR PHONE WILL STOP
GETTING SECURITY UPDATES.

Every smartphone has an expiration date. Here’s when

yours will probably come.

IF YOU'RE SHOPPING for a
smartphone, you're probably weighing
how powerful it is, how good the
cameras are, and of course how much
you're going to have to pay for it—but it's
also worth considering how long the
handset is going to last you.

A big part of that calculation comes
down to the length of time that the phone
will get updates. Apple just pushed

out iOS 17, a software update that is
heading to iPhones including the iPhone
XR and the iPhone XS—handsets that
launched in 2018.

For five-year-old phones to be getting
(mostly) the same software features as
the brand new iPhone 15 is something
Apple can be proud of and that its users
can be grateful for, but this kind of future
-proofing isn't standard.

At the time of writing, Google promises
Android updates for its Pixel phones for
at least three years. For flagship
Samsung Galaxy phones, the software
update guarantee is for four years, and
for the latest Fairphone 5, it's five years.

There's another important time span to
consider though, which is the one for
security updates. These updates
continue to be issued for older phones
even after major software updates have
finished, so important vulnerabilities can
be patched and phones can be kept safe
even if they're no longer getting new and
improved features.

For Google and Samsung, security
updates are provided for five years,
while Fairphone is promising at least
eight for the Fairphone 5, and possibly
as many as 10. Apple doesn't have a
fixed approach but tends to issue
security updates for a year or two after
software updates have finished—after
seven years, Apple products

are declared obsolete.

You may be planning to upgrade your
smartphone before that happens, but not
everyone will be—and knowing how long
your device is going to be supported with
updates from its manufacturer then
becomes very important.

If you're struggling to find out this
information about a particular gadget,
the web can help—and specifically

the endoflife.date site, which lists a
whole host of hardware devices and
software packages. You can see
continually updated countdowns for
manufacturer support

for iPhones, Pixels, Galaxy phones, and
more.

When Security Updates EndSoftware
updates keep your phone properly
patched up and supplied with the latest
new features. In contrast, security
updates make sure that a device stays
secure and protected against evolving
threats even after software updates have
stopped. Which then prompts the
question: What happens when security
updates end? To begin with, your device
isn't going to suddenly stop working and
become a useless brick of electronics.
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Assuming the components inside it are
still functioning—which is by no means a
given after five or six years—then you can
continue to use the device in the same
way that you always have.

As time goes on, you might start to notice
a problem with some of your apps: Apps
will often need the very latest versions of
iOS or Android in order to run, and if
you're not getting those updates, they
may stop working or start misbehaving, or
you may find yourself unable to update to
the latest versions.

Security is a bigger problem. There will be
some legacy protection in terms of the
patches you've applied over the lifetime of
the device, but your phone is no longer
going to be prepared for newer exploits
and malware attacks, and that puts your
data at risk.

When mobile security vulnerabilities
emerge, you'll find that many of them are
aimed at older versions of operating
systems, versions that don't have all of the
necessary defense measures in place.
The more time that goes by since the last
security update, the bigger the risk you're
running by still using your phone.

Apple, Google, and Samsung will

often scramble to fix security issues as
they're discovered, pushing out updates
outside of the regular schedule in order to
keep devices protected—and again, your
phone is ineligible for these patches,
except under rare circumstances, if you've
reached the end-of-life stage.

You can choose to keep on using your
phone: The usual practices of being
careful with apps and websites, turning on
two-factor authentication for your
accounts, and keeping the lock screen
securely locked all still apply, and offer
some level of protection. However, your
device is at significantly more risk of an
attack.

As expensive as it may be, it might be time
to think about upgrading your phone so
you keep receiving updates—it doesn't
have to be a brand-new one to get the
latest iOS or Android software. When you
do decide to say goodbye to your old
handset, be sure to dispose of it

responsibly.
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EL PASO, TX  SBE CHAPTER 38 MEETING MINUTE

DATE 9/12/2023 LOCATION: TELEMUNDO 48 STUDIO
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 1:38 PM , BY ANTONIO CASTRO. WE
WERE 19 (NINETEEN) ATTENDANTS

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY: NO MINUTES OF AUGUST NEWSLET-
TER BECAUSE THERE WAS NO MEETING.. ACCEPTED BY RICK
VILARDELL, SECONDED BY NORBERT MILES.

REPORT OF THE TREASURER: $ 1964.08 IN THE BANK. ACCEPTED BY
NORBERT MILES, SECONDED BY ALFREDO DURAND.

REPORT OF THE CERTIFICATION COMMITTEE: FIVE STUDENTS OF
RIVERSIDE HIGH SCHOOL TO GET CTO.

REPORT OF THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE: GLENN LEFFLER
WAITING FOR KELP OWNER IN ORDER TO RENEW THEIR MEMBER-
SHIP. WARREN REEVES WILL ASK TO “ZARCO ELECTRONICS” TO BE A
MEMBER. BRUNO CRUZ TO INVITE KFOX-KDBC AS SUSTAINING
MEMBERSHIP AND ELIAS VENTANILLA TO INVITE “TELEMUNDO 48”
AS WELL .

REPORT OF THE FREQUENCY COORDINATOR COMMITTEE: NO
REPORT

REPORT OF THE SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE: NO FOUNDS THIS YEAR.

REPORT OF THE WEBSITE COMMITTEE: NOW 4536 VS. 4482 EQUAL 54
HITS.

REPORT OF THE EAS CHAIRMAN: TEXAS AND NEW MEXICO
MONTHLY TESTS WERE FINE. OCTOBER 4TH TO RECEIVE THE
NATIONAL TEST..

REPORT OF THE PROGRAM COMMITTEE: BOBBY STEVENS FROM
“SUITELIFE”, POSSIBLE PRESENTER FOR OCTOBER IN ZOOM MODE.

NEW BUSINESS OR ANY ITEMS FOR THE CHAPTER INTEREST ::
NONE.

OTHER. NONE

NEXT MEETING DATE AND LOCATION: OCTOBER THE 10TH .
TIME AND PLACE T.B.D.

MEETING ADJOURNED: AT 1:59 PM

OCTOBER 4th

IS THE  NATIONAL TEST
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OUR SEPTEMBER MEETING TOKE =
PLACE .AT THE NEW STUDIOS OF KLAG=KROD
OUR HOST KTDO TELEMUNDO 48 ERARBLEE
AND OUR SPONSOR WAS THIS TIME (S)ms

BEAR POTH, CEO OF “LUMENSERVE”.

OUR THANKS TO OSCAR SOTO, JAIME Q
MARTINEZ AND SANDRA CASTILLO

FOR THE BIG HELP. Qé%@ggff/

THE CATERING FROM OLIVE GARDEN
WAS SUPER AND DELICIOUS. e

THANKS BEAR !! @@

STREET ADDRESS:
9050 VISCOUNT BLVD.
SUITE A
EL PAsO, TEXAS 79925

OUR OCTOBER MEETING WON'T
HAVE ANY PREENTER, JUST THE
BASIC AND REGULAR

PHONE (915) 590-1313 ¢ FAX (915) 594-5394 ¢ WWW.KCOSTV.ORG
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- B i e . i El Paso, TX 79902
VWHEN: . * i 915-351-0591
g b &

mobile 915-309-3377
wreeves707 @gmail.com

OCTOBER 10 TUESDAY.

WHERE:
ZOOM IN YOUR OWN DEVICE Newark, Texas76(B);;(-:13?l(1) @ ‘RF sP“io"ig‘o
817 489 2730 JJ G
TIME: ’
10:30 AM




