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Over the past several years, the Society of Broad-

cast Engineers has worked with the U.S. Depart-

ment of Defense (DoD), which has been provided 

co-primary status with broadcasters in the 2025-

2110 MHz Broadcast Auxiliary Spectrum (BAS) 

band as a result of the Advanced Wireless Ser-

vices-3 (AWS-3) transition. 

The DoD plans to deploy a number of training 

systems that utilize this spectrum it now shares 

with broadcasters. The SBE, DoD and the Na-

tional Association of Broadcasters have discussed 

how broadcasters use this spectrum and its impor-

tance for electronic news gathering. It became 

clear to DoD officials that to operate their defense 

systems without causing or receiving interference, 

a substantial, national frequency coordination ef-

fort would need to be initiated, providing in some 

cases, near-real-time coordination. The DoD 

turned to the SBE for assistance. 

The SBE has for many years facilitated a network 

of volunteer frequency coordinators, most through 

local SBE chapters, across the United States and 

its territories. 

The systems the DoD intends to deploy potentially 

may be located at installations of all the military 

branches, including the Coast Guard, National 

Guard and Reserves. These installations are ubiq-

uitous and located in both urban and rural areas. 

The DoD, with encouragement from the NAB, 

asked the SBE to employ a national frequency 

coordinator, paid for with DoD funds, who would 

work with our established volunteer coordinators, 

and cover the areas that donôt have their own local 

coordinator. 

Through the DoDôs primary contractor in this 

area, Alion Science and Technology, the SBE has 

entered an agreement to provide national fre-

quency coordination services that will mutually 

serve the needs of the DoD and broadcasters. The 

SBE Board of Directors approved the agreement 

in April of this year and work began in June. 

To handle the added responsibilities, the SBE re-

tained the broadcast consulting firm of Technical 

Broadcast Solutions, Inc., (TBSI) of Middletown, 

DE. Its principal is RJ Russell, CPBE, a 20-year 

member of the SBE and, until recently, SBE na-

tional vice president and chair of our Frequency 

Coordination Committee. TBSI is heavily in-

volved in TV repack and ATSC 3.0 implementa-

tion work for clients and is taking on the SBE as a 

major client to serve as our national SBE Fre-

quency Coordination Manager (FCM). Russell and 

SBE General Counsel Chris Imlay have worked on 

the SBEôs behalf with DoD officials and the NAB 

to develop a workable solution for this shared 

spectrum. 

On taking on this important project, SBE President 

Jim Leifer, CPBE, said, ñPart of the SBEôs mis-

sion is to create working alliances within the 

broadcast industry and with those who work in our 

space. Entering into this agreement serves to pro-

tect broadcasterôs use of spectrum and provides a 

needed service to our government. I am pleased 

that we are able to partner with the DoDôs prime 

contractor in this effort.ò 

The Society of Broadcast Engineers is the profes-

sional organization of television and radio engi-

neers and those in related fields. The SBE has 

more than 5,000 members in 114 chapters across 

the United States and in Hong Kong. There are 

also members in more than 20 other countries. 

Most chapters meet monthly and offer educational 

programs and an opportunity to network with 

other broadcast technical professionals. The SBE 

offers the preeminent technical broadcast certifica-

tion program in the U.S. and an expansive list of 

educational programs for broadcast engineers, 

operators, technicians, and broadcast IT profes-

sionals. 

For more information about the SBE, contact John 

L. Poray, CAE, Executive Director, at jpo-

ray@sbe.org or 317-846-9000, or visit the SBE 

website, www.sbe.org. 
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Renew Your SBE Membership 

Today!  

          The June 30 
membership renewal 
grace period deadline 
has long passed, but 
those who let that slip 
by can reinstate their 
membership easily 
online. Just steer them 
to the SBE website and 
have them click on 
the Renew Member-
ship link at the top right 
corner of the page. It 
will take them right to a 
reinstatement on-line 
form. They can also call 
the SBE national office 
at 317-846-9000, 8:30 
to 4:30 ET Monday 
through Friday.       
They can choose 
the SBE MemberPlus 
option while reinstating 
and their membership 
will include access to 
more than 80 SBE      
educational webinars at 
no additional cost. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sIGjYjoBsHYHnaSkZreVuXIdywzxsAUnZQThHVSiafezBuXDPYUUvzgkNmuYEqpFr7A6Op4LJ6ED2sszKHaqQrK8aEfSpFUXHylIXxg3QtYmCb5pOWYpAMBNAawrGSaWc9JQA58nlwF6NxQjl4a3uiDKfWkYNBHP1KOO14rek7BLtqSbzphcgYk1d0bLkh1c6ew_wZ42EyzmIWOWszM_qcnpyORj5NtSCPG5
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sIGjYjoBsHYHnaSkZreVuXIdywzxsAUnZQThHVSiafezBuXDPYUUvzgkNmuYEqpFr7A6Op4LJ6ED2sszKHaqQrK8aEfSpFUXHylIXxg3QtYmCb5pOWYpAMBNAawrGSaWc9JQA58nlwF6NxQjl4a3uiDKfWkYNBHP1KOO14rek7BLtqSbzphcgYk1d0bLkh1c6ew_wZ42EyzmIWOWszM_qcnpyORj5NtSCPG5
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sIGjYjoBsHYHnaSkZreVuXIdywzxsAUnZQThHVSiafezBuXDPYUUv6fJFfn1bv5x9rlPb8aE1C-bLFQv_RvlL85b8WTzC017DVf7R9aG9WzcOEqrVKsp2iwOkXrEaQ8Q5pyRjApmNiTqwpejUW8Gx3LB0x-VGWotbvnFabqsLHnK_f3g_6aJtkd3Sr1I59uDXZBlcHb-uC4=&c=xFeyV2qGOfrhdoo-T9PQI
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sIGjYjoBsHYHnaSkZreVuXIdywzxsAUnZQThHVSiafezBuXDPYUUv6fJFfn1bv5x9rlPb8aE1C-bLFQv_RvlL85b8WTzC017DVf7R9aG9WzcOEqrVKsp2iwOkXrEaQ8Q5pyRjApmNiTqwpejUW8Gx3LB0x-VGWotbvnFabqsLHnK_f3g_6aJtkd3Sr1I59uDXZBlcHb-uC4=&c=xFeyV2qGOfrhdoo-T9PQI
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EL PASO, TX       SBE CHAPTER 38           MEETING MINUTE 

 

DATE   9/10/2019      LOCATION: LUBYôS (UTEP) EL PASO, 

TX. 
 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 12:30 PM, BY ANTONIO CASTRO. 

THERE WERE  12 ATTENDANTS.  

 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY: MINUTES IN THE  SEPTEMBER NEWS-

LETTER. ACCEPTED BY  DAVID HALPERIN , SECONDED BY NORBERT 

MILES. 

 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER:  $ 2,974.57 IN THE BANK , ACCEPTED 

BY DAVID GRICE, SECONDED BY DAVID HALPERIN. 

 

REPORT OF THE CERTIFICATION COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT 

 

REPORT OF THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE:   NO REPORT 

 

REPORT OF THE FREQUENCY COORDINATOR COMMITTEE:  ELIAS 

VENTANILLA GOT REPORTED OF AN INTERFERENCE IN THE 800 Mhz 

WITH NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION.  

 

REPORT OF THE SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE:   NO REPORT. 

 

REPORT OF THE WEBSITE COMMITTEE:  NO COUNTER THIS TIME, 

BUT NORBERT WILL BRING ONE.  

 

REPORT OF THE EAS CHAIRMAN:  MONTHLY TEST  OF  TX  & NM 

WERE FINE. 

 

REPORT OF THE PROGRAM COMMITTEE.: NO REPORT 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: NONE. 

 

NEW BUSINESS OR ANY ITEMS FOR THE CHAPTER INTEREST:  
BRUNO CRUZ REPORTED SOME DAMAGES TO THE MAIN GATE THAT 

WILL BE CORRECTED SOON. 

  . 

OTHER:  NONE. 

 

NEXT  MEETING  DATE AND LOCATION:   OCTOBER 8,  AT THE 

LUBYôS RESTAURANT (UTEP), 12:00  PM 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED: AT 12:59 PM.  

  

Diana de Lara, Senior Vice -president  

  

 

              

  

 

              


