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      The president’s long-awaited 

nominees are strong proponents of 

narrowing the digital divide and      

restoring net neutrality rules. 
PRESIDENT BIDEN FINALLY  made 

his picks for the Federal Communications 

Commission on Tuesday, ending a baffling 

delay that forced Democrats to operate in a 

2–2 deadlock with Republicans instead of 

the 3–2 majority that the president's party 

typically enjoys. 

Ars Technica 
This story originally appeared on Ars 
Technica, a trusted source for technology 
news, tech policy analysis, reviews, and 
more. Ars is owned by WIRED's parent 
company, Condé Nast. 
The names themselves are familiar.  
Jessica Rosenworcel, who has been  
acting FCC chairwoman since January, 
was designated the permanent chair. 

Biden will also fill the empty Democratic 
slot on the commission by nominating 
Gigi Sohn, a longtime consumer         
advocate who was an FCC official during 
the Obama years. Then-FCC-chair Tom 
Wheeler chose Sohn in 2013 to serve as 
his counselor, a role in which she        
advocated for strong net neutrality rules 
and Title II common-carrier regulation of 
internet service providers. 

Biden was able to promote Rosenworcel 

from acting to permanent chair           

immediately, because the president can 

choose any sitting commissioner as 

chair. But Rosenworcel's current         

five-year term had already expired, and 

she would have to leave 

the FCC entirely in January if she     

doesn't get a new term. That means   

Biden has to submit nominations to the 

Senate for both Rosenworcel and Sohn, 

and the Senate has to confirm them to 

avoid giving Republicans a 2–1 majority 

at the beginning of 2022. 
The nominations were reported Monday 
night by Politico and The New York 
Times and were announced by the White 
House on Tuesday. In her nearly 10 
years as an FCC commissioner,   
Rosenworcel “has worked to promote 
greater opportunity, accessibility, and 
affordability in our communications    
services in order to ensure that all 
Americans get a fair shot at 21st century 
success,” the White House said, adding:  

From fighting to protect an open internet, 
to ensuring broadband access for       
students caught in the homework gap 
through the FCC's Emergency          
Connectivity Fund, to making sure that 
households struggling to afford internet 
service stay connected through the 
Emergency Broadband Benefit program, 
she has been a champion for            
connectivity for all. She is a leader in 
spectrum policy, developing new ways to 
support wireless services from Wi-Fi to 
video and the internet of Things. She 
has fought to combat illegal robocalls 
and enhance consumer protections in 
our telecommunications policies. 

Senate confirmations often take a few 

months or longer, but the Rosenworcel 

and Sohn nominations will presumably 

be fast-tracked given the circumstances  
 

 FCC ‘DREAM TEAM’ 

Biden’s FCC Picks Are a ‘Dream Team’ for Broadband Advocates 

https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2021/09/bidens-baffling-fcc-delay-could-give-republicans-a-2-1-fcc-majority/
https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2021/09/bidens-baffling-fcc-delay-could-give-republicans-a-2-1-fcc-majority/
https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2021/10/biden-finally-makes-fcc-picks-rosenworcel-as-chair-gigi-sohn-as-commissioner/
https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2021/10/biden-finally-makes-fcc-picks-rosenworcel-as-chair-gigi-sohn-as-commissioner/
https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2013/11/new-fcc-chair-was-industry-lobbyist-but-might-not-be-industry-shill/
https://www.wired.com/tag/net-neutrality/
https://www.wired.com/tag/fcc/
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/10/25/biden-fcc-nominations-517162
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/26/us/politics/jessica-rosenworcel-fcc.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/26/us/politics/jessica-rosenworcel-fcc.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/10/26/president-biden-announces-key-nominations-8/
https://www.wired.com/tag/broadband/
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   Sohn Was Nearly Biden’s Chair 
Pick 
In 2001, Sohn cofounded consumer-
advocacy group Public Knowledge, 
and she was president of that group 
until going to work for Wheeler at the 
FCC. Biden had reportedly floated 
Sohn's name for the chair slot 
months ago but dropped that plan 
after behind-the-scenes opposition 
from senators. A Sohn-led FCC 
might have resembled the Federal 
Trade Commission under Lina Khan, 
a Biden pick who is turning the FTC 
into a more aggressive antitrust 
regulator. 
"For over 30 years, Gigi has worked 
to defend and preserve the funda-
mental competition and innovation 
policies that have made broadband 
internet access more ubiquitous, 
competitive, affordable, open, and 
protective of user privacy," the White 
House said in its announcement of 
her nomination. 
Not having Sohn as chair is probably 
a bit of a relief for the big telecom 
providers who oppose virtually every 
plan to regulate the broadband and 
cable TV industries. In July, reports 
of Sohn's potential nomination led 
Bernstein media analyst Peter     
Supino to write, "As chairwoman, we 
think Sohn would probably pursue a 
form of broadband price regulation." 
He also wrote that "were Sohn      
appointed, we would expect cable 
stocks to tumble." 
ISPs have generally defined "price 
regulation" extremely broadly—they 
claimed that Wheeler's net neutrality 
plan was essentially rate           
regulation even though Wheeler 
never   proposed limits on consumer   
broadband prices. But while          
full-blown price regulation is unlikely 
even in a Democratic administration, 
Sohn's history as a consumer      
advocate suggests she might have 
taken more direct steps to lower 
broadband prices if she had become 
chair. 

Though Rosenworcel and Wheeler 
usually agreed on the major telecom
-regulatory questions, Rosenworcel 
was less enthusiastic about strict 
regulation than Wheeler and Sohn in 
one notable instance.                           

https://www.fiercewireless.com/regulatory/fcc-composition-remains-murkier-than-ever-says-nsr-analyst
https://www.fiercewireless.com/regulatory/fcc-composition-remains-murkier-than-ever-says-nsr-analyst
https://www.nexttv.com/news/charter-stock-slips-after-bernstein-downgrade
https://arstechnica.com/information-technology/2020/05/worst-case-scenario-why-the-cable-lobby-is-scared-of-becoming-a-utility/
https://arstechnica.com/information-technology/2020/05/worst-case-scenario-why-the-cable-lobby-is-scared-of-becoming-a-utility/
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EL PASO, TX       SBE CHAPTER 38      MEETING MINUTE 

 

DATE   10/12/2021                      LOCATION: ZOOM (Antonio’s)  
 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 11:30 AM, BY ANTONIO CASTRO. 

THERE WERE  9 (NINE) ATTENDANTS 

 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY:  MINUTES IN THE  OCTOBER NEWS-

LETTER. ACCEPTED BY  MARIO JIMENEZ, SECONDED BY  DAVID 

HALPERIN. 

 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER:  $ 4,990.91 IN THE BANK , ACCEPTED 

BY NORBERT MILES, SECONDED BY MARVIN HANLEY. 

 

REPORT OF THE CERTIFICATION COMMITTEE:  NO REPORT 

 

REPORT OF THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE:   NO REPORT. 

 

REPORT OF THE FREQUENCY COORDINATOR COMMITTEE:     Army 

built an LPFM at the Doña Ana Base Camp Afghan refugee facility last month. 

ERP is 10 watts on 106.9 at 50 feet. Shutdown is scheduled for March 22. The 

Army issued their own license for this facility so it is not in the FCC database. 

 

REPORT OF THE SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE:   Scholarship of  $ 1K. to 

be given away from April-May 2022. Will post the application in the website till 

the end of march. 

 

REPORT OF THE WEBSITE COMMITTEE:  NOW 3326 VS. 3304 EQUAL  

22 HITS.  

 

REPORT OF THE EAS CHAIRMAN:   TEXAS  AND NEW MEXICO-

MONTHLY TESTS WERE FINE.    

 

 

REPORT OF THE PROGRAM COMMITTEE:   T..B.D.  

 

NEW BUSINESS OR ANY ITEMS FOR THE CHAPTER INTEREST:   
   

  . 

OTHER    
 

NEXT  MEETING  DATE AND LOCATION: NOVEMBER  09, 2021. TIME 

11 AM AND IT WILL BE IN ZOOM MODE 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED : 12:06 PM 

  

 

              

  

 

              

 ENNES WORKSHOP 2016 
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—————————————————— 
 

IN NOVEMBER, THE CHAPTER WILL 

HAVE THE REGULAR MEETING YET IN 

THE ZOOM MODE. PRESENTER THIS 

TIME IS THE PEOPLE FROM :” VELA 

COMPLIANCE SOLUTIONS” THAT 

WILL JOIN THE MEETING. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 WHEN: TUESDAY NOVEMBER THE  
9th. 
 
WHERE:  ZOOM FROM ANTONIO’S 
PLACE 
 
TIME: 11 AM.             
 
INVITATION WILL FOLLOW.!!   

Engineers & Operators 

Learn how Vela Smart Logger technology can improve 

productivity and take you beyond compliance with OTT, 

ATSC 3.0, and more. 
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. In 2016, Rosenworcel declined to vote for Wheeler's plan to require TV providers to make video 
applications for third-party set-top boxes. Wheeler wanted to make it easier for consumers to avoid 
paying the hardware-rental fees demanded by TV providers; the cable industry launched a major 
lobbying campaign against it, and Rosenworcel said that Wheeler's plan was too complicated. 
 
Rosenworcel Voted for Net Neutrality Rules 
 
But Rosenworcel supported Wheeler's other major initiatives, such as net neutrality rules based on 
Title II and broadband-privacy regulations that were blocked in the early months of the Trump    
administration. She also consistently opposed Republican chair Ajit Pai's deregulatory 
agenda during the Trump years. 

She has spent years advocating for closing the "homework gap," in which many children don't 
have the home-internet access needed to complete school assignments. And despite not having a 
Democratic majority, she has been busy as acting chair with the implementation of pandemic-
related relief programs and onerous tasks such as fixing the mistakes Pai made when awarding 
ISPs money from a $9 billion fund. 

If Biden originally wanted Sohn as chair to make the FCC a more aggressive regulator of the 
broadband industry, having Sohn as a commissioner on a Rosenworcel-led commission may be a 
way of compromising with senators who opposed the Sohn pick. But he could have made this    
decision months ago, and his delay, combined with the upcoming Senate confirmation process, 
will prevent the FCC from making any moves opposed by Republicans Brendan Carr and Nathan 
Simington for the first year of Biden's term as president. 
One possible reason for Biden's delay is that Rosenworcel's husband, Mark Bailen, is a media  
lawyer for a firm that represents clients with business before the FCC. "The White House screens 
all potential nominees' spouses for possible financial conflicts of interest," and the "Biden           
administration has brightened that line in an effort to distinguish itself from the ethical lapses of the 
Trump administration," The New York Times story on Rosenworcel's appointment noted. Bailen 
told the Times that his firm, BakerHostetler, maintains "an effective firewall that excludes me from 
any work or any discussion of any work related to the FCC." Rosenworcel said that she and her 
husband "lead very separate professional lives." 
An FCC ‘Dream Team’ 
Consumer advocacy groups have been calling on Biden to make the FCC picks for many months. 
However, Free Press president Craig Aaron said the choices "were worth thewait." Aaron was   
referring to the Rosenworcel and Sohn picks and to Biden's nomination of Alan Davidson as      
director of the National Telecommunications and Information Administration. Aaron wrote: 

This is a dream team for anyone who cares about the future of the internet and the media.     
Nominating Rosenworcel, Sohn, and Davidson would demonstrate the Biden administration's  
commitment to making media and tech policy that will actually serve people. 
 
 

https://arstechnica.com/information-technology/2016/10/after-setback-fcc-chairman-keeps-pushing-set-top-box-and-privacy-rules/
https://arstechnica.com/information-technology/2016/06/tom-wheelers-set-top-box-plan-may-be-losing-democratic-support/
https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2017/03/for-sale-your-private-browsing-history/
https://www.wired.com/story/ajit-pai-man-who-killed-net-neutrality/
https://www.wired.com/story/ajit-pai-man-who-killed-net-neutrality/
https://www.wired.com/story/school-online-digital-divide-grows-greater/
https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2021/07/ajit-pai-apparently-mismanaged-9-billion-fund-new-fcc-boss-starts-cleanup/
https://www.wired.com/story/biden-fcc-restore-net-neutrality/
https://www.freepress.net/news/press-releases/free-press-celebrates-reported-nominations-jessica-rosenworcel-and-gigi-sohn
https://www.newamerica.org/our-people/alan-b-davidson/

