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| Switched to eSIM,
and | Am Full of Regret

s

Switching between mobile phones used to be easy. Then came eSIM

SIM CARDS, THE small slips of

plastic that have held your mobile
subscriber information since time
immemorial, are on the verge of extinc-
tion. In an effort to save space for other
components, device makers are fln_aII%/
dropping the SIM slot, and Google is the
latest to move to embedded SIMs with
the Pixel 10 series. .
After Tong avoiding eSIM, | had no choice
but to take the plunge when the time
came fo review Google’s new phones.
And boy, do | regret it.

The Journey to eSIM

SIM cards have existed in some form
since the 1990s. Back then, they were
credit-card-sized chunks of plastic that
occupied a lot of space inside the clunky
phones of the era. They slimmed down
over time, going through the miniSIM,
microSIM, and finally nanoSIM eras. A
modern nanoSIM is about the size of
your pinky nail, but space is at a
Premlum Inside smartphones. So now
here’s eSIM. _ .

The eSIM standard was introduced in
2016, slowly gaining support as a
secondary option in smartphones. Rather
than holding your phone number on a
removable card, an eSIM is a
programmable, nonremovable
component soldered to the circuit board.
This allows you to store multiple SIMs
and swap between them in software, and
no one can swipe your SIM card from the
phone. They also fake up half as much
space compared to a removable card,
which is why OEMs have begun dropping
the physical slot. _

Apple was the first major smartphone
maker to force the use of eSIM with the
release of the iPhone 14, and it makes
use of that space. The interna-

tional iPhone 17 with a SIM card slot has
a smaller battery than the eSIM-only
version, but the difference is only about 8
percent. Google didn’t make the jump
until this year with the Pixel 10 series—

the US models are eSIM-only, but they
unfortunately don’t have more of
anything compared to the international
versions. ) _

In advance of the shift, Android got
system-level support for downloading
and transferring eSIMs. But whatever
can go wrong will go wrong, and it’s
extremely annoying when eSIM goes
wrong.

Please Hold for Support

There have been times when |
swapped between phones on an
almost daily basis—such was the
nature of reviewing phones back
when there were a dozen of them
pomlnﬁ out every month. Never once
in all those countless device swaps
did | have a problem with my SIV
card. As such, | managed to avoid
contacting carrier support for years at
a time. .

In the three months since Google
forced me to give up my physical SIM
card, I've needed to move my eSIM
only occasionally. Still, my phone
number has ended up stuck in limbo
on two occasions. Android’s built-in
tools work better than they used to,
and | can’t say what is responsible for
the eSIM corruption. However,
carriers bear the responsibility for
how annoying this is to fix.

The first time, | was logged in to the
mobile app for my carrier (T-Mobile).
After a few minutes of back-and-forth
with support, | was able to use the
agp to authenticate and get a new
eSIM pushed to the phone. It was a
nnoying but relatively painless. The
second time a SIM transfer went
sideways, | was not logged in to the
app, and that was a problem.
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https://www.wired.com/review/google-pixel-10-pixel-10-pro-and-pixel-10-pro-xl/
https://www.wired.com/story/how-esims-work-and-how-to-switch-from-standard-sim/
https://www.wired.com/2011/05/apple-sim/
https://www.wired.com/2011/05/apple-sim/
https://www.wired.com/review/apple-iphone-17/
https://www.wired.com/tag/android/
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When a mobile carrier needs to verify
our identity for an account change,
they all do the same thing: send a text
message. And what happens if you
don’t have a working SIM? That’s
right—nothing. Without access to my
account or phone number, | was stuck
with no way to download a new eSIM.
The only course of action was to go to
a physical store to download

an electronic SIM card. What should
have been 30 seconds of fiddling with
a piece of plastic turned into an hour
standing around in a retail store

Maybe This Isn’t a Good Idea

Many people have had the same
phone number for years—even
decades. These numbers aren’t just a
way for people to get in touch,
because, stupidly, we have also
settled on phone numbers as a means
of authentication. Banks, messaging
apps, crypto exchanges, and even the
carriers managing your number rely on
SMS multifactor codes. And those
codes aren’t even very secure.

So losing access to your phone
number doesn’t just lock you out of
your phone. Key parts of your digital
life can also become inaccessible, and
that could happen more often now due
to the fungible nature of eSIMs.

Most people won’t need to move their
phone number very often, but the risk
that your eSIM goes up in smoke when
you do is very real. Compare that to a
physical SIM card, which will virtually
never fail unless you damage it.
Swapping that tiny bit of plastic takes a
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few seconds, and it never requires you
to sit on hold with your carrier’s sup-
port agents or drive to a store. In short,
a physical SIM is essentially foolproof,
and eSIM is not.
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Obviously, the solution is not to
remove multifactor authentication—
your phone number is, unfortunately,
too important to be unguarded. How-
ever, carriers’ use of SMS to control
account access is self-defeating and
virtually guarantees people are going
to have bad experiences in the era of
eSIM. Enshittification has truly come
for SIM cards.
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https://arstechnica.com/gadgets/2025/02/google-plans-to-stop-using-insecure-sms-verification-in-gmail/
https://www.wired.com/story/tiktok-platforms-cory-doctorow/
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EL PASO, TX  SBE CHAPTER 38 MEETING MINUTE

DATE 12/09/2025 LOCATION: KLAQ RADIO
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 12:01 PNM, BY ANTONIO CASTRO. WE
WERE ONLY 315 (FIFTEEN ) ATTENDANTS.

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY: MINUTES ON THE NOVEMBER 2025
NEWSLETTER ACCEPTED BY MICHAEL RIVCERA, SECONDED BY
DAAVID GRICE.

REPORT OF THE TREASURER: $ 941.48 IN THE BANK. ACCEPTED BY
ANTHOPNY PORRAS, SECONDED BY NOPRBERT MILES.

REPORT OF THE CERTIFICATION COMMITTEE: PRESENTATION OF
THE SBE NATIONAL VIDEO “CERT CONNECT” BY MEGAN CLAPPE
AND INTRODUCED BY DAVID HALPERIN.

REPORT OF THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE: ELIAS VENTANILLA TO
INVITE “TELEMUNDO 48 AS SUSTAINING MEMBER.

DAVID SANDERFORD RETURNED IN HONOR OF HIS DAD, MATH
SANDERFORD, FORMER “MARSAND”

REPORT OF THE FREQUENCY COORDINATOR COMMITTEE:
NO REPORT.

REPORT OF THE SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE: NO REPORT.

REPORT OF THE WEBSITE COMMITTEE: NORBERT MILES UPDATED
THE EXAM DATES FOR CERTIFIOCATION.

REPORT OF THE EAS CHAIRMAN: TEXAS MONTHLY TEST WENT FINE.
NEW MEXICO FOR NEXT WEEK.

REPORT OF THE PROGRAM COMMITTEE: . NOE RODRIGUEZ WILL
TALK TO EL PASO WATER FOR GROUP PRESENTATION. DIALIGHT TO
MAKE THE PRESENTATION IN JANUARY 13.

NEW BUSINESS OR ANY ITEMS FOR THE CHAPTER INTEREST:
NONE

OTHER: NONE

NEXT MEETING DATE AND LOCATION: JANUARY THE 14TH @ 10:30
AMNOON ZOOM MODE

MEETING ADJOURNED: AT 13:00 PM.

LET’S HAVE A GREAT 2026 !




FOR DECEMBER, WE HAD OUR
REGULAR MEETING AT THE KLAQ
RADIO FACILITIES.

DAVID HALPERIN PRESENTED THE
VIDEO OF THE SBE CERTIFCATION
PROGRAM, FOLLOWED BY Q & A

FOR JANUARY 2026, WE ARE GOING
TO HAVE OUR MEETING IN THE ZOOM
MODE FROM ANTONIO’S.

WHERE : AT YOUR CONVENIENCE:
RV, OFFICE, LIBRARY, TRUCK, CAR
PARK BENCH, GYM, ETC.ETC.

WHEN: WEDNESDAY THE 14 TH(YES,
IS THE NEXT DAY, BECAUSE | HAVE
AN EYE INJECTION ON THE 13)

TIME: FROM 11:30 AM TO 1 PM.

AS THE FIRST MEETING OF THE
YEAR, IT IS TIME TO ELECT NEW
OFFICERS, SO BRING IDEAS.

ALITTLE BIRD TOLD ME THAT MR.
RIVERA MAY BE INTERESTED AS A
NEW CHAIRMAN............ THINK ABOUT
IT!
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If this future is inevitable, there ought to be a better way to confirm account
ownership when your eSIM glitches. It doesn’t matter what that is as long as SMS
isn’t the default. Google actually gets this right with Fi. You can download an eSIM
at any time via the Fi app, and it's secured with the same settings as your Google
account. That’s really as good as it gets for consumer security. Between Google
Authenticator, passkeys, and push notifications, it’s pretty hard to get locked out of
Google, even if you take advantage of advanced security features.

We gave up the headphone jack. We gave up the microSD card. Is all this
worthwhile to boost battery capacity by 8 percent? That’s a tough sell.

This story originally appeared on Ars Technica

WHAT A BUNCH OF GOOD LOOKING GUYS, THEY LOOK LIKE PROFFESSIONALS.
CAN SOMEONE TELL WHEN THIS PICTURE WAS TAKEN ? 20157
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HAPPY NEW YEAR TO EVERYBODY


https://www.wired.com/story/how-to-switch-to-google-fi/
https://www.wired.com/gallery/best-headphone-jack-phones/
https://arstechnica.com/gadgets/2025/12/i-switched-to-esim-in-2025-and-i-am-full-of-regret/

