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FCC public safety officials call test a success 

but point to opportunities for improvement-

January 3, 2017    By Paul McLane 

  
ALEXANDRIA, VA.—The nationwide 
EAS test in September was a success, though 
it revealed "shortfalls" in some state-level 
EAS plans and other areas that could be im-
proved. 
  
These are among the findings of FCC public 
safety officials, who published initial results. 
They said improvements made to EAS after 
the first nationwide test five years ago, plus 
the implementation of a new online report-
ing system, "appear to have significantly 
improved test performance over what was 
observed during the 2011 test." 
 But they discussed ways that Emergency 
Alert System might be strengthened, based 
on data received from EAS participants. 
  
The Public Safety and Homeland Security 
Bureau identified “several areas where the 
commission could take steps to potentially 
strengthen the EAS.” These are initial find-
ings, not official proposals. But they listed 
some examples: 

 Some participants experienced poor quality 

audio and were not able to deliver the Span-
ish-language alert because they received the 
test from an over-the-air broadcast source 
before their EAS equipment performed its 
regular check of the IPAWS Internet feed, 
which typically occurs every 30 seconds. 
“Requiring EAS participants check the 
Internet-based IPAWS feed upon receiving a 
broadcast alert and transmit the corre-
sponding CAP alert, if available, would en-
sure that the most timely and content-rich 
version ofothe alert is broadcast,” the com-
mission staff wrote in the summary. “This 

would be particularly important for time-
sensitive alerts where seconds matter, like 
earthquake early warnings. The CAP alert 
would contain a crystal-clear digital audio 
file as well as any available text or audio files 
in languages other than English.” 
Some people with disabilities had difficulty 

receiving or understanding alert text or 
audio. “EAS tests can be made more ac-
cessible by applying to EAS tests the ac-
cessibility rules that already apply to live 
EAS alerts,” the bureau staff wrote. 

Preparations for the test highlighted short-
falls in some state EAS plans, the staff 
found. “Some plans were difficult for 
EAS participants to locate, while others 
presented monitoring obligations and 
other information in a manner that EAS 
participants found difficult to imple-
ment. The commission can take steps to 
further facilitate the centralization and 
standardization of plan information.” 

Some participants did not receive the alert 
because they did not properly configure 
or maintain their equipment. “The bu-
reau, in coordination with state emer-
gency communications committees, state 
broadcast associations and other stake-
holders, will use the test results to pro-
vide guidance to those EAS participants 
that experienced technical difficulties.” 

The test was done in an environment that 
posed a low threat of cyberattacks, the 
staff noted. “A system whereby EAS par-
ticipants would integrate basic cyber  
security guidelines into the EAS equip-
ment  readiness rules so that they could 
self-assess and self-correct vulnerabili-
ties in their facilities would harden the 
EAS against the range of cybersecurity 
threats that is generally present for ac-
tual alerts and tests.” 

   First Lessons: What the Nationwide EAS Test Revealed 

http://www.tvtechnology.com/author/paul-mclane/67/article
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The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency conducted the test in coordina-
tion with the FCC and the National 
Weather Service. It was intended to as-
sess the reliability and effectiveness of 
the EAS, with an emphasis on testing 
FEMA’s Integrated Public Alert and 
Warning System or IPAWS, the inte-
grated gateway through which common 
alerting protocol-based (CAP-based) EAS 
alerts are disseminated. The test in-
cluded the first use of the FCC’s new 
online EAS Test Reporting System. The 
staff said it will continue to analyze the 
results in conjunction with FEMA, and 
said it is continuing to accept late-filed 
test results. 
 
Overall, the FCC staff said, the test was 
successful, reiterating early conclusions 
of FEMA officials, which RW reported at 
the time. 
 
“Initial test data indicates that the vast 
majority of EAS participants successfully 
received and retransmitted the National 
Periodic Test (NPT) code that was used 
for the test,” the FCC writes now. “The 
improvements made to the EAS using the 
lessons learned from the 2011 nationwide 
EAS test and the implementation of 
ETRS appear to have significantly im-
proved test performance over what was 
observed during the 2011 test.” 
It said more than 21,000 radio stations, 
broadcast television stations, cable sys-
tems, satellite services and other EAS 
participants in all 50 states and the U.S. 
territories participated. “This is a 26 per-
cent increase in participation from the 
2011 nationwide test (16,731 forms filed 
in 2011).” 
 
It said 94 percent of test participants suc-
cessfully received the test alert, com-
pared to 82 percent in 2011. 
Some 85 percent of test participants suc-
cessfully retransmitted the test alert; 69 
percent reported no complications in 
receiving or retransmitting. “Many EAS 
participants reported that the test alert 
that they received featured the high qual-
ity audio from the CAP-based alert that 
FEMA distributed via IPAWS.” 
For the first time, 74 EAS participants 
retransmitted the IPAWS-generated 
Spanish language version of the alert. 
And reports from the commission’s Pub-
lic Safety Support Center proved effective 
for collecting feedback and should con-
tinue to be used for EAS tests. 
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  THANKS TO WARREN FOR 
THE TIP ON RF CONNECTORS 
YOU WILL FIND THE PICTURE 
AND LINK OF EVERY ONE IN 
PAGES 5 AND 6.   

EL PASO, TX       SBE CHAPTER 38           MEETING MINUTE 

 

DATE   12/12/2016   LOCATION: OLIVE GARDEN, EL PASO 

 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 19:15 PM, BY ANTONIO CASTRO. 

THERE WERE  18 ATTENDANTS. 

 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY: MINUTES IN THE  DECEMBER  NEWS-

LETTER(PENDING TO PUBLISH). ACCEPTED BY  NORBERT MILLES, 

SECONDED BY ERNIE HART. 

 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER:  $ 3,904.10 IN THE BANK. ACCEPTED 

BY WALTER HANTHORN, SECONDED BY CARLOS SOSA. 

 

REPORT OF THE CERTIFICATION COMMITTEE: SIX  TESTED AND 

PASSED FOR CTO (FROM KFOX14/CBS4). 

 

REPORT OF THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE: NO REPORT. 

 

REPORT OF THE FREQUENCY COORDINATOR COMMITTEE:   NO RE-

PORT. 

 

REPORT OF THE SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE:   NO REPORT. 

 

REPORT OF THE WEBSITE COMMITTEE:  2108 HITS LAST TIME, NOW 

2123. ( 15 ).     

 

REPORT OF THE EAS CHAIRMAN:    TEXAS  AND NEW MEXICO 

MONTHLY TEST  WERE RECEIVED AND RE-BROADCASTED. NA-

TIONAL TEST RECEIVED  . 

 

REPORT OF THE PROGRAM COMMITTEE: JERRY DELGADO TO DO A 

PRESENTATION SOMETIME NEXT YEAR. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:    WILL UPDATE THE LIST OF E-MAILS AND 

PHONE NUMBERS OF THE CHAPTER MEMBERS.  

 

NEW BUSINESS OR ANY ITEMS FOR THE CHAPTER INTERES:   
 CHAPTER VOTED  TO HAVE ENNES WORKSHOP IN MAY 25 2017. 

 

NEXT  MEETING  DATE AND LOCATION:  JANUARY 10, 2017, NOON 

AT THE “TAJIN” ENCHILADA HOUSE, MESA INN. 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED: AT 19:20  PM.  

  

Diana de Lara, Senior Vice-president 
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   We were invited to the                                                
2016 SBE ENGINEERS                                                                                           
CHRISTMAS  PARTY    
 And it was GREAT, thanks to our 

* ************* SPONSORS ************** 

 Jay Brentlinger  FRO  ORBAN , Ellis Terry  FROM NAUTEL 

HOSTED BY 

GIESSLER BROADCASING SUPPLY, INC.             

                              DAN & TIM GIESLER                                              

RF SPECIALTIES OF TEXAS 

DAN SESSLER / WRAY REED 

JOHN LACKNESS / DON JONES 

RFS 

DAVID SACK. 

 

This  month of January, we are 

Going to have our first chapter meeting of 

2017. 

 it is very important to attend because we 

need to discuss all of future activities and 

establish dates. 

IT WILL BE  NEXT TUESDAY JAN. 10 

AT THE PRIVATE ROOM OF “ T AJIN ”  

ENCHILADA HOUSE, MESA INN, AT 

LUNCH TIME.  PLEASE ATTEND !!!! 

                PO BOX 1010 

 Phisical address 310 FM 718 

NEWARK,TX 76071 
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BNC** C** FME** 

      

Male Female Male Female Male Female 

HN** MCX** MMCX** 

      

Male Female Jack (Female) Plug (Male) Jack (Female) Plug (Male) 

iniSMP** QMA** SC** 

       
Male Smooth 

Bore 
Male Full De-

tente 
Female Jack (Female) Plug (Male) Male Female 

SMA** SMB**" SMC**" 

      
Male Female Jack (Female) Plug (Male) Jack (Female) Plug (Male) 

Interface Guide 
                                                                                                                                         

RF CONNECTOR INTERFACE GUIDE           FAIRVIEW MICROWAVE 

Click on Images for data sheets (.pdf) 

https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/BNC-M.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/BNC-F.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/C-M.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/C-F.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/FME-M.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/FME-F.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/HN-M.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/HN-F.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/MCX-Jack.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/MCX-Plug.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/MMCX-Jack.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/MMCX-Plug.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/MINI-SMP-F.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/QMA-F.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/QMA-M.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/SC-M.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/SC-F.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/SMA-M.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/SMA-F.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/SMB-Jack.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/SMB-Plug.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/SMC-Jack.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/SMC-Plug.pdf


 

6  SMP Male** SMP** 1.0/2.3** 

      
Full Detente Limited Detente Smooth Bore Female Plug (Male) Jack (Female) 

SSMA** SSMB** SSMC** 

      
Male Female Jack (Female) Plug (Male) Jack (Female) Plug (Male) 

Type N** TNC** 7-16** 

      
Male Female Male Female Male Female 

SMA Reverse Polarity** TNC Reverse Polarity** BNC Reverse Polarity** 

      
Male Female Male Female Male Female 

2.92** 2.4** 1.85** 

      
Male Female Male Female Male Female 

*Some proportions have been altered to illustrate detail 

**Drawings specifications are typical and may not apply to all connectors  

https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/SMP-M FD.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/SMP-M LD.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/SMP-M SB.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/SMP-F.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/SSMA-M.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/SSMA-F.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/SSMB-Jack.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/SSMB-Plug.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/SSMC-Jack.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/SSMC-Plug.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/N-M.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/N-F.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/TNC-M.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/TNC-F.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/7-16 M.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/7-16 F.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/SMA-M RP.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/SMA-F RP.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/TNC-M-RP.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/TNC-F-RP.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/BNC-M-RP.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/BNC-F-RP.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/2.92-M.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/2.92-F.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/2.4-M.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdf/2.4-F.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdfs/Parts/1.85-M.pdf
https://www.fairviewmicrowave.com/Pdfs/Parts/1.85-F.pdf

