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THE INTERNET OF THINGS:

HYPE, HOPE, OR HIT?

Jan 4, 2016 by Lou renzel in Communiqué

Are you sick and tired of hearing about the
Internet of Things (IoT) yet? I am. Most of
you have probably been inundated with arti-
cles, e-mails, and blogs about IoT products,
webinars, software, conferences, market

studies and services.

RELATED

Windows 10, IoT, and Embedded Develop-
ers
Consumer IoT Charges Ahead

11 Myths About the Internet of Things

I can’t deny that this is a hot topic: Practi-
cally every electronic company has jumped
on this bandwagon. It seems like everyone
has bought into the prediction of 50 billion
or so connected devices by 2020. Everyone
wants a piece of that action. After all, the
industry needs the “next big thing” to drive
progress and profitability. But will IoT really
be the big hit of the decade, just a successful
niche, or a big disappointment?

The connected home is one of the early
adoption categories of IoT. Many consumers
already have wireless Internet thermostats,
video monitors, or security systems con-
trolled by a smartphone. And appliance
manufacturers are building in wireless

nodes for networking around the home.

Some of the proposed uses are a bit far-
fetched. Others lament that all the home

devices do not talk to one another.

Thank goodness for that. I do not want my
refrigerator talking to my thermostat or
other device without my permission. Do you
really want your bidet talking to your
toaster? I still hold the philosophy that just
because you can do something doesn’t mean
you should. Many connected home applica-
tions are just that—they are contrived and

just flat unnecessary.

A huge percentage of consumers feel that
way. And that backs up Beecham’s conclu-
sion that “...there is no evidence yet of con-
nected devices in the home taking off in a
big way.” Nevertheless the connected home
market is going to be a big one, so long as
the devices are cheap and simple enough to

install and use.

The whole idea of 10T is not a new one. The
concepts have been known for decades. It
used to be called telemetry or data acquisi-
tion or supervisory control. Remember

those? IoT takes the basic idea to a whole
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new level, extending it to a wider range of
industries and applications, thanks to
small low power wireless devices and
cheap low power processors (and the
cloud, of course). Medical tracking and
fitness measurement devices and other
wearables are good examples.

The real growth sectors of IoT appear to
be industry and the utilities, or the in-
dustrial IoT. Industry already uses the
technology of IoT in plants, factories, and
pipelines, but now monitoring and con-
trol will be improved and more widely
deployed as better devices become avail-
able and prices decline. Utilities will use
IoT methods to implement the smart grid
on a wider scale.

As for other proposed IoT sectors, suc-
cess is yet to be determined. Some com-
panies are still looking for a business
model and others are mulling over the
security aspects of applications. Another
major issue nagging the IoT movement is
the big data aspect. All of the connected
devices are going to generate a massive
amount of data. Some studies indicate
that in existing IoT systems 50 to 70 % of
the collected data is never used or ana-
lyzed. Clearly some data analytics solu-
tions are needed for some applications.

I am not an IoT denier, but I do see
growth as slower than predicted based
upon the hype. Some say that 2016 will
be the year of 10T, but I doubt it. I see
another year of R&D and standards reso-
lution. Yet, overall the year should be
positive for everyone—with revenue to

come later.
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EL PASO, TX  SBE CHAPTER 38 MEETING MINUTE

DATE 11/10/2015 LOCATION: COMO’S ITALIAN REST.

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 12:26 PM, BY ANTONIO CASTRO,
THERE WERE 6 MEMBERS.

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY: MINUTES IN THE APRIL NEWSLET-
TER. ACCEPTED BY DAVID GRICE, SECONDED BY WALTER
HANTHORN.

REPORT OF THE TREASURER: §$ 6,669.26 IN THE BANK. ACCEPTED
BY NORBERT MILES, SECONDED BY DAVID HALPERIN.

REPORT OF THE CERTIFICATION COMMITTEE: STUDENT FROM
NEW MEXICO, SCHOOL PROVIDED PROCTOR

REPORT OF THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE: KIRK BASEFSKY,
PRESIDENT OF “BURST”, REPLACED THOM JOHNSON AND CONTINUE
WITH THE SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP

REPORT OF THE FREQUENCY COORDINATOR COMMITTEE: FCC
CAME AGAIN TO FIX UP TO 99% THE INTERFERENCE AT FFA. NO
STATION INSPECTIONS.

REPORT OF THE SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE: HIGH SCHOOLS
INVOLVED IN PROCTORING CERTIFICATIONS CRO AND CTO.

REPORT OF THE WEBSITE COMMITTEE: 1967 HITS LAST TIME, NOW
1987.(20).

REPORT OF THE EAS CHAIRMAN: MAY THE SBE CHAPTER TO CO-
OPERATE FOIR THE MONTHLY TESTS FROM NM TO TX, ANF FROM
TX TO NM.

REPORT OF THE PROGRAM COMMITTEE: WARREN REEVES TO DO
A PRESENTATION FOR FEBRUARY 2016.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
NEW BUSINESS OR ANY ITEMS FOR THE CHAPTER INTERES:

NEXT MEETING DATE AND LOCATION: JANUARY 12, AT NOON.
PLACE: COMO’S ITALIAN RESTAURANT.

MEETING ADJOURNED: AT 13:05:00 PM.
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NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT: THE ANNUAL
PIC-NIC WAS HELD AT ANTONIO CASTRO
HOME. GREAT EFFORT TO HAVE EVERYTHING
READY FOR CHAPTER MEMBERS AND FAMI-
LIES. WEATHER WAS NICE, FOOD AND
DRINKS WERE GREAT. WELL APPRECIATED BY
THOSE WHO ATTENDED




LAST DECEMBER WE
WERE INVITED TO THE
CHRISTMAS PARTY AT THE
OLIVE GARDEN
RESTAURANT. WE THANK
THE SPONSORS FOR ONE
MORE YEAR OF THIS !!
ATTENDANCE WAS 3 SPON-
SORS, 9 CHAPTER
MEMBERS AND 5 GUEST
(WIFES). SOME RSVP’ED
BUT DIDN’T ATTEND, WELL
MAYBE NEXT TIME WE
SHOW MORE PARTICIPA-
TION.

THERE IS NO PROGRAM
FOR JANUARY. OUR OWN
PROSPECT PRESENTER IS
BUSSY IN KANSAS CITY IN-
STALLING A LPTV
(WARREN REEVES).

ONLY OUR REGULAR
CHAPTER MEETING.
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It should be noted that not everyone believes the huge predictions. UK market study firm
Beecham Research “believes these numbers to be unrealistic and potentially damaging to the
industry if they are believed and companies building their business plans and funding expecta-
tions on such false promises.” Beecham further estimates that there are far less than one billion
devices actually connected worldwide today, and that 50% annual growth rates are unlikely.
Yet with all of the expected diverse applications it seems likely that the market will be large.
One of these promising application areas is the connected home.



