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NEWS | XCRIBING GLASSES

TranscribeGlass can subtitle conversations in nearly real time and will soon be able to
translate languages and tell you when the person you’re talking to you is feeling socially

awkward.

| KNEW THE Al on these smart
glasses worked pretty well once it told
me that someone else in the
conversation was being the socially
awkward one.

TranscribeGlass are smart eye-
glasses that aim to do exactly
conversations and project subtitles onto
the glass in front of your eyes. They'’re
meant for the Deaf and, primarily, the
hard-of-hearing community who’struggle
to read lips or pick out a conversation In
a loud room.

Most face computers are graceless and
heavy, but these glasses are light, only
36 grams. TranscribeGlass is able to
keep the weight off by relegating most of
the main computing features to a
companion app (iOS only for now).
There are no cameras, microphones, or
speakers in the frames, just a small
waveguide projector in the rim of one
eye that beams a 640 x 480p image onto
the glass. That is just enough resolution
for text to be legible when it is projected
directly into your vision, subtitling the
conversations picked up by the mic in
Your phone.

n the app, subtitles can be moved
around In the wearer’s vision, anywhere
within a 30-de?_ree field of view. You can
change the settings to adglust how many
lines of text come’in at a time, dialing up
to a wall of text and down to one word at
a time. The battery in the %Iasses should
last around eight hours between charges.
The frames cost around $377, and
there’s an additional $20-per-month
Subscription fee to access the
transcription service.

Subtitles are currently available in the
lasses, but Madhav'Lavakare, the
4-year-old founder of TranscribeGlass,

has other features lined up. In the testing

Fhase are a settlntg to translate

anguages in real time and one to

Analyze the tone of voice of the person
talking.

Glass Dismissed

As Lavakare told me (and The New
Yorker in April), he envisioned the idea
for this product after wanting to help a
hard-of-hearing friend engage in conver-
sations that were not happening with his
needs in mind. Lavakare, who is a senior
at Yale University, figured glasses were
the way to go. If he could just get them
right. And, you know, make them look
tcr(])oler than some other glasses out

ere.

“| was pretty obsessed with Google
Glass when it came out,” Lavakare says.

“Oh,” | say. “So you were a Glasshole?”

“I was, | was!” he says with a laugh. “And
then | was like, why are people calling
me that?

While we are talking, the words pop up
onto_the screen of the glasses I'm wear-
ing. They show up in a Matrix-y green
font that patters out across my vision. It
does a pretty good job of transcribing the
conversation, though it does split the
word “Glasshole” into “Glass Hole,”
which is honestly funnier.

Though Lavakare’s smart glasses are
much_more normal-glasses-adjacent
than Google Glass ever was, they still
can’t really help but look like smart
glasses. The screen has a slight shim-
mer where the waveguides sit on the
glass that is just visible enough to
onlookers and is clearly noticeable to me
when | am wearing them.
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Aside from those minor gripes, the
service itself works almost eerily well.
At a bustling coworking space in San
Francisco with many conversations

happening around us, Lavakare and
N|rbha¥ arang, Transcribe’s CTO,
talked to me while | wore the glasses.

Most of the transcriptions were
Prammatl_cally_ correct and were
abeled with different speaker titles to
make it clear who was talking. It all
works so fast and so well, in fact, that
the words popped up so quickly that |
had trouble reading them as the
conversation went on and new lines of
text appeared almost simultaneously.
The transcriptions are also sometimes
a little grainy and hard to focus on at
the moment. Still, with a little practice,
it's hard not to see how this would be
extremely useful for people who are
hard of hearing.

TranscribeGlass has a few
comFetltors. Companies like Even
realities and XRAI make glasses that
look flashier and offer more features,
like turn-by-turn directions and chatbot
interaction. But Lavakare says the
limited functionality is what makes his
spectacles special.

“All these smart glasses exist, but no
one's found a great use case for
them,” Lavakare says. “We think
we've really found a use case that's
just insanely valuable to the end user.

While he says these glasses can’t play
music or usé Al to answer questions,
theY only really need to do one thin
well to get people to wear them: help
them understand what is being said
around them. Lavakare likens that
feeling of missing out on a
conversation happening around you to
a kind of social isolation.

That said, he does hope to pack other
conversational features into the
glasses, with the goal of enhancing
what you can glean from the subtext
of a chat. One upcoming feature is
language translation.
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EL PASO, TX  SBE CHAPTER 38 MEETING MINUTE

DATE 05/13/2025 LOCATION: ZOOM AT ANTONIO’S
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 11:00 AM, BY ANTONIO CASTRO. WE
WERE 10 (TEN) ATTENDANTS.

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY: MINUTES ON THE APRIL 2025 NEWS-
LETTER. ACCEPTED BY NORBERT MILES, SECONDED BY MARIO
JIMENEZ.

REPORT OF THE TREASURER: $ 4,034.43 IN THE BANK AFTER RENEW-
ING MEMBERSHIPS . ACCEPTED BY BRUNO CRUZ, SECONDED BY
MICHAEL RIVERA.

REPORT OF THE CERTIFICATION COMMITTEE: UPDATED THE DATES
OF FUTURE EXAMS IN JUNE.

REPORT OF THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE: ELIAS VENTANILLA TO
INVITE “TELEMUNDO 48 AS SUSTAINING MEMBER.

DAVID SANDERFORD RETURNED IN HONOR OF HIS DAD, MATH
SANDERFORD, FORMER “MARSAND”

REPORT OF THE FREQUENCY COORDINATOR COMMITTEE:

NO REPORT.

REPORT OF THE SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE: NO SCHOLARSHIP
THIS YEAR FOUNDS WILL BE NEEDED FOR THE ENNES WORKSHOP
SPONSORSHIP.

REPORT OF THE WEBSITE COMMITTEE: NOW 5315 VS. 5271 EQUAL
TO 34 HITS. TO PROMOTE THE 2025 ENNES WORKSHOP.

REPORT OF THE EAS CHAIRMAN: TEXAS AND NEW MEXICO EAS
MONTHLY TESTS CAME FINE. POSSIBLE EAS SEMINAR TO BE
ORGANIZED BY KLAQ AT THE KFOX STUDIOS (IF APROVED).

REPORT OF THE PROGRAM COMMITTEE: DAN MERWIN FROM
BROADCAST TELECOM MADE A PRESENTATION. .

NEW BUSINESS OR ANY ITEMS FOR THE CHAPTER INTEREST:: NEXT
MEETING TO HOLD NEW OFFICERS ELECTION. “ENNES WORKSHOP”
TO BE HELD IN JUNE 6, 2025

OTHER. ELECTION OF THE 2025 CHAPTER 38 ENGINEER OF THE YEAR
WAS WON BY GLENN LEFFLER.

NEXT MEETING DATE AND LOCATION: JUNE 8, TIME AND PLACE
T..B.A.

MEETING ADJOURNED: AT 11:15 AM.

NOTE: NO MINUTES FOR
THE MONTH OF JUNE AND
NO MEETING BECAUSE OF
ENNES WORKSHOP.




THERE WAS NO MEETING FROM
JUNE BECAUSE WE HAD THE 2025
ENNES WORKSHOP AT THE
WYNDHAM HOTEL.

NOW FOR JULY, WE WILL MEET IN

THE ZOOM MODE FROM ANTONIO’S.

WHEN: TUESDAY JULY 8.
WHERE: ZOOM FROM ANTONIOS

TIME: FROM 10:30 AM TO 12 PM.

SEE AND HEAR YOU THERE
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Narang and | have a short conversation to test the translation abilities. He speaks to me in Hindi while |
speak to him in English. On my glasses, | see whatever he’s speaking to me translated into English on my
screen. When | respond in English, the Hindi text pops up on his phone app. It’s a service that also seems
to work well enough, though some words are mistranslated. That's why the feature hasn’t yet come to the
few hundred customers TranscribeGlass has now.

More Features to Come

There are other features in the works. Lavakare wants to let users have the option of translating a spoken
language into something more like the syntax used in a visual language such as American Sign Language,
which tends to have a different order of nouns, verbs, and tense than spoken English. Trusting that tran
slation to Al, when most Deaf people can and do already read in English just fine, could cause some
inaccuracies or misinterpretations. Lavakare acknowledges that potential for error, noting that he has talked
with Deaf educators at the American School for the Deaf to try to get it right.

“Sign language grammar is actually very different than English grammar,” Lavakare says. “That’s why this is
still experimental.”

He’s also testing an even more dubious capability—recognizing the emotion of a speaker based on tone of
voice alone. Emotion tracking is a fraught topic in the Al space, albeit one people just can’t seem to help
putting into smart glasses. While TranscribeGlass hasn’t released the ability to catalog emotions during a
conversation, the team is testing it with the goal of releasing soon. It makes sense for helping with
conversational comprehension, given that detecting how a person says something is often as important as
knowing what they say.

Lavakare lets me test it out, switching on the feature while I'm wearing the glasses.

“Watch this,” he says. Then, “Hey Boone, how’s it going?”

His words pop up on the screen. | start to answer, and then a dialog tag appears with the emotion attached
to his words: [Awkwardness].

I laugh and say, “Oh no, are we that awkward?” Then the tag pops up on my words: [Amused]. Now my
words have my name next to it, which the platform had picked up when Lavakare said it earlier. As soon as |

finish talking, it changes my dialog tag to [Awkwardness].

Well. Maybe this thing does work.
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