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   WASHINGTON--This is the first 
full week that alert originators can  
begin to issue the new Blue 
Alert event code. In January 2018, the 
Federal Communications Commission 
amended its rules regarding EAS and 
WEA emergency alert codes and voted 
to add a new code — known by its 
moniker B L U. This new alert can be 
used whenever there is imminent  
danger to a law enforcement officer, 
such as when an officer is injured, 
missing and in cases where there is 
fear of potential injury to law            
enforcement officers. 
 
Although the new code is now on the 
books, it’s not mandatory that alert 
originators use it. 
 
When the FCC moved to amend EAS 
rules in December 2017 by adding the 
new event code, the industry had 
mixed views on the necessity of such a 
decision. Many comments in the 
FCC’s ECFS database were critical, 
with one individual calling the move a 
“purely political sop” to police           
organizations, saying there’s no need 
for an EAS code that “nobody will 
use.” 
 
The decision to add the code was led 
by the Department of Justice after two 
New York City Police detectives were 
killed in the line of duty in 2014. The 
new alert codes were put in place to 
help protect officers, said Chairman 

Ajit Pai at the time. “We owe [these 
detectives] and their brave family 
members who come here today a    
tremendous debt of gratitude,” Pai 
said. “[The] FCC attempts to do that 
today by adopting rules that police  
officers across America and the com-
munities they so proudly serve will be 
better protected.” 
 
The order states that state and local 
agencies have the option to send 
warnings to the public via EAS   
broadcast or through the Wireless 
Emergency Alert system to consum-
ers’ wireless phones. As with Amber 
Alerts and weather alerts, usage of 
this code will be voluntary on a case 
by case basis. 
 
The official go-date for the delivery of 
Blue Alerts over EAS was Jan. 18, 
2019, and broadcast groups like the 
Alabama Broadcast Association (ABA) 
encouraged its members to begin to 
code their EAS equipment to include 
the Blue Alert. According to Sharon 
Tinsley, president of ABA, the state’s 
main law enforcement group, the   
Alabama Law Enforcement Agency, 
does plan to use the alerts when 
needed. 
 
  

  New alert can be issued whenever imminent danger to law 
enforcement officers and now can be used, though use is voluntary. 

BLUE ALERT CODE 

https://www.tvtechnology.com/tag/blue-alert
https://www.tvtechnology.com/tag/blue-alert
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      In response, EAS soft-
ware manufacturers have 
been prepping. Digital Alert 
Systems DasDec users will be 
able to access the BLU event 
code as part of the             
company’s v4.0 software   
update. Trilithic/Viavi in-
cludes the BLU event code in 
its v18.10 software update.  

 
Gorman-Redlich said it has a 
update, and requests that 
stations contact their office 
for details. Sage Endec users 
are being told that update 
firmware will be available 
this week. 
Broadcasters and cable      
operators are also being 
asked to watch for additional 
information updates from 
their individual state     
emergency communication 
committees. 
Under the order, state and 

local agencies have the       

option to send warnings to 

the public either through 

EAS broadcast or through 

the Wireless Emergency 

Alert system to consumers’ 

wireless phones. As with  

Amber Alerts and weather 

alerts, usage of this Blue 

Alert code will be voluntary 

on a case by case basis.  
 

 

 

 

Susan Ashworth    
Jan 23, 2019 

https://www.tvtechnology.com/equipment/das-monroe-electronics-announce-version-4-0-software
https://www.tvtechnology.com/equipment/das-monroe-electronics-announce-version-4-0-software
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    INVOICES FOR 2019  
MEMBERSHIPS  WERE      
DELIVERED !!       BRING     
YOUR BITCOINS !!! 

EL PASO, TX       SBE CHAPTER 38           MEETING MINUTE 

 

DATE   1/24/2019       LOCATION: RIO CHINA BUFFET,EPTX  
 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 13:05 PM, BY ANTONIO CASTRO. 

THERE WERE  20 ATTENDANTS.  

 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY: MINUTES IN THE  JANUARY  NEWS-

LETTER. ACCEPTED BY  MARIO JIMENEZ, SECONDED BY NORBERT 

MILES. 

 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER:  $ 4,204.20 IN THE BANK.  ACCEPTED 

BY DAVID GRICE, SECONDED BY BRUNO CRUZ. 

 

REPORT OF THE CERTIFICATION COMMITTEE:  GUILLERMO 

FRANCO (MMT) TO RE-CERTIFY AS CBRE.  

 

REPORT OF THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE: NO REPORT 

 

REPORT OF THE FREQUENCY COORDINATOR COMMITTEE:  FOR 

THE SUNBOWL(CBS), NOBODY CONTACTED THE COORDINATOR. 

 

REPORT OF THE SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE:  TO START AGAIN 

LOOKING FOR A RECIPIENT FOR THIS YEAR.. 

 

REPORT OF THE WEBSITE COMMITTEE:  2446 HIST LAST TIME. 

 NOW 2487= 41. 

 

REPORT OF THE EAS CHAIRMAN:  MONTHLY TEST  NM AND TX 

WERE FINE,  EAS BLUE IS INCOMPLETE, IPAWS GIVES MORE 

INFO..EAS ANNUAL MEETING  TO BE SCHEDULED. 

 

REPORT OF THE PROGRAM COMMITTEE.: COLIN TESLER FROM 

BURST COMMUNICATIONS WILL BE AT THE FEEBRUARY MEETING. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: NO INFO IN THE WYLER TRAM  STATUS.  

ONLY FOR EQUIPMENT.. 

 

NEW BUSINESS OR ANY ITEMS FOR THE CHAPTER INTEREST:    
 INVITATION FROM OZZIE CARRILLO TO THE KTSM  GRAND OPEN-

ING. DAVID GRICE ANNOUNCED  TO RESIGN FROM IHEARTRADIO. 

 

NEXT  MEETING  DATE AND LOCATION:   FEBRUARY 12, 2019. 

PLACE: COMO’S ITALIAN RESTAURANT  AT 12:00 PM 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED: AT 12:44 PM.  

  

Diana de Lara, Senior Vice-president 
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 DAN GIESLER (GBS) IN A TOUR        
INTRODUCING  JEFF WILSON, NEW  
WESTERN SALES MANAGER FOR 
NAUTEL WITH A PRESENTATION THAT 
WAS GREAT AND VERY INFORMATIVE. 
. 
THANKS FOR LUNCH !!! 
 
 
              WE HAVE A LAST MINUTE 
CANCELLATION  FROM  BURST    
COMMUNICATIONS. SOMETHING    
UNEXPECTED HAPPENED IN THEIR 
AGENDA. THEY PROMISE TO DO IT IN 
MARCH. 
 
WE WILL HAVE A REGULAR CHAPTER 
MEETING. 
 
WHEN:  
TUESDAY FEBRUARY 12, 2019. 
 
PLACE:COMO’S ITALIAN  
RESTAURANT. 
  
 
TIME:  
12:00 PM 

 

                PO BOX 1010 

 Phisical address 310 FM 718 

NEWARK,TX 76071 


