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 Is It Time to Bring Back        
the TV Antenna? 

Jan 30, 2017by Lou Frenzel in Communiqué 

Over 80% of us subscribe to some 

form of pay TV service, whether cable- 

or-satellite based. We get hundreds of 

channels, most of which we do not 

watch. And while the service is gener-

ally good, the monthly cost continues 

to go up. According to research 

firm Parks Associates, the average U.S. 

monthly pay TV bill is $84, but many 

pay more. With premium channels 

and high-speed internet service bun-

dled in, monthly bills are often bal-

looning to over $200 per month (too 

much even for the generally affluent). 

On top of that, Parks Associates says 

that about 63% of consumers also sub-

scribe to one or more of the over the 

top (OTT) streaming services like Net-

flix or Hulu. 31% have multiple OTT 

subscriptions. This leads me to won-

der our video viewing habit is growing 

out of control. Most people today sit in 

front of a screen all day, be it a com-

puter, smartphone, tablet, or TV set. Is 

that a good thing? 

The increasing cost is causing sub-

scribers to downgrade their service to 

save money. Some consumers have 

“cut the cord” completely in favor of 

an internet service subscription only 

plus some OTT for movies and TV se-

ries. The outcome of these trends has 

essentially stopped the growth of pay 

TV services. The appeal of OTT is that 

you can watch it on your smartphone, 

tablet, or oversized 4K TV thanks to 

Wi-Fi. 

Perhaps the most interesting revela-

tion by Parks Associates research is 

that many consumers have dropped 

pay TV completely and opted for over 

the air (OTA) TV. The percentage of 

U.S. households that use antenna-only 

TV has grown from about 9% in 2013 

to 15% today, and that number contin-

ues to grow. Even the Consumer Tech-

nology Association (CTA) has reported 

an uptick in TV antenna only house-

holds. With TV stations broadcasting 

full HD digital television (DTV), pic-

ture quality is excellent when you get 

enough signal. That means you must 

have a good TV antenna just as you do 

in any wireless application. 

http://electronicdesign.com/blogger/lou-frenzel
http://electronicdesign.com/blog/communiqu
http://www.parksassociates.com/
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My daughter and son-in-law re-

cently cut the TV cord in favor of 

OTA TV. They kept the high-speed 

DSL line. After analyzing their TV 

consumption they concluded they 

could get all the news, sports, and 

entertainment they wanted from 

local TV channels. My two grand-

kids mostly watch movies on their 

smartphones or tablets, so they did 

retain their modestly priced Netflix 

subscription. The outcome is a radi-

cally lower TV bill. 

As for antennas, they tried several 

indoor types on their two sets, with 

mixed results. My son-in-law even-

tually put up a small outdoor an-

tenna that gets the channels for 

ABC, CBS, CW, Fox, ION, NBC, 

PBS, TBN, Telemundo, Univision 

and a few other independents. He 

used a splitter and the house cable 

wiring to distribute the signal. Pic-

ture quality is excellent. 

A few years ago, I cut costs by drop-

ping our second cable box in the 

guest bedroom, hoping for a good 

OTA experience. I tried two indoor 

antennas, with pitiful results—I got 

only one channel when many are 

available. As it turns out, I am basi-

cally too far out in the suburbs to 

get good reception. An outdoor an-

tenna is only the way to go. I did 

not have the physical arrangement 

to do that, and I never got around 
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  INVOICES FOR THIS YEAR 
MEMBERSHIPS WERE SENT 
AND DELIVERED. I YOU HAVE 
NOT PAID, BRING $$ TO THE 
NEXT MEETING.  THANK YOU! 

EL PASO, TX       SBE CHAPTER 38           MEETING MINUTE 

 

DATE   01/10/2017   LOCATION: TAJIN ENCHILADA HOUSE 

 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 12:07 PM, BY ANTONIO CASTRO. 

THERE WERE  8 ATTENDANTS. 

 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY: MINUTES IN THE  DECEMBER  NEWS-

LETTER ACCEPTED BY  MARIO JIMENEZ, SECONDED BY NORBERT 

MILES. 

 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER:  $ 3,904.13 IN THE BANK. ACCEPTED 

BY CARLOS SOSA, SECONDED BY ELI GARCIA. 

 

REPORT OF THE CERTIFICATION COMMITTEE: NO REPORT. 

 

REPORT OF THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE: PROPOSED AN IN-

CREASE FEE IN THE LOCAL MEMBERSHIP. DID NOT PASS. 

 

REPORT OF THE FREQUENCY COORDINATOR COMMITTEE:   NO RE-

PORT. COORDINATOR IS OUT OF TOWN. 

 

REPORT OF THE SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE:   IF THERE ARE 

ENOUGH FUNDS, WILL SCHEDULE IN THE SECOND HALF 2017. 

 

REPORT OF THE WEBSITE COMMITTEE:  2108 HITS LAST TIME, NOW 

2123. ( 15 ).     

 

REPORT OF THE EAS CHAIRMAN:    TEXAS  AND NEW MEXICO 

MONTHLY TEST  WERE RECEIVED AND RE-BROADCASTED. NA-

TIONAL TEST RECEIVED  . 

 

REPORT OF THE PROGRAM COMMITTEE: WILL VISIT THE LIST ON 

SBE NATIONAL FOR POSSIBLE PRESENTERS 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:    ANNOUNCED THE ENNES WORKSHOP 

FOR 2017 AS WELL AS THE CHAPTER ENGINEER OF THE YEAR. WILL 

UPDATE THE LIST OF E-MAILS AND PHONE NUMBERS OF THE CHAP-

TER MEMBERS.  

 

NEW BUSINESS OR ANY ITEMS FOR THE CHAPTER INTERES:   
 TO UPDATE THE FACEBOOK PAGE.. 

 

NEXT  MEETING  DATE AND LOCATION:  FEBRUARY 14, 2017,   PARK-

ING LOT AT COMANCHE PEAK  11:30 AM  FOR A VISIT TO THE 

TRANSMITTER SITE OF KDBC. 

 

Diana de Lara, Senior Vice-president 
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The month of January, we had our first 

chapter meeting of 2017. 

 We discuss several issues for the year 

despite of the low attendance. 

 For this month of February, we don ’ t 

have a presentation, but will have a very 

interesting meeting that will take place at 

the upper Comanche peak, KDBCTV  

building. Bruno Cruz, KFOXTV/KDBCTV, 

will host the meeting. 

Because of the limited parking space up 

in the site, we will meet at the parking 

next to the gate at 11:30 AM on the valen-

tine ’ s day,  February 14, 2017 and the 

ride is going to be in 4X4 vehicles. 

LET ’ S HAVE LUNCH UP IN THE CO-

MANCHE PEAK. 

            DIRECTIONS WILL BE POSTED 

NEXT WEEK. 

 PLEASE ATTEND !!!! 

                PO BOX 1010 

 Phisical address 310 FM 718 

NEWARK,TX 76071 
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to trying the attic. Part of the problem is that my homeowner’s association covenants forbid outdoor an-

tennas. However, Dish and DirecTV dishes are allowed. I assume a modest outdoor OTA antenna would 

also be permitted. No Yagi on a 50-ft. crank up tower. 

The OTA TV option is a good one. It is free except for the antenna expense. Just be sure you are in a loca-

tion where the signal strength is sufficient. The FCC has some great information at the website indicated 

below. It includes their DTV Reception Maps Tool. You plug in your zip code and it gives you a list of the 

TV stations available to you with a signal strength estimate. You can also access their guide on TV anten-

nas—a great resource. 

Another resource is Antennas Direct with their Transmitter Locator tool that also gives you a map of the 

TV stations nearby and an estimate of potential reception. 

One more good source of info is Antenna Web. It provides station data, and you can choose and buy an 

antenna online. 

Also try the NoCable site. 

There are many other such resources and TV antennas are still available at places like Best Buy, Walmart, 

Radio Shack, Fry’s, and others. If you are looking for a way to save a few bucks this year, give this a try. I 

think you will be surprised at what you find. 

But that’s not all. That trend could continue once OTA 4k TV is available. The Advanced Television Sys-

tems Committee (ATSC) is working on a new U.S. standard to cover 4k, including high dynamic range 

(HDR) and other advanced features. ATSC 3.0 standard, as it is called, will use OFDM and LDPC error 

correction to make this happen. That is not compatible with the existing ATSC 8VSB standard now in 

use, so during any transition, TV sets will need to cover the current and 3.0 standards. 

No availability date has been given for 3.0, but this is surely in our future thanks to support from the Na-

tional Association of Broadcasters (NAB). It’s just one more reason to consider cutting the cord and get-

ting an antenna. 

 

http://www.fcc.gov/media/engineering/dtvmaps
http://www.fcc.gov/media/engineering/dtvmaps
http://www.antennasdirect.com/transmitter-locator.html
http://www.antennaweb.org/
https://nocable.org/hd-antenna-coverage-map

